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Outcry 
at court 
closure 
proposal 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


ELDERLY and disabled people 
face being “denied justice” if 
plans to close Hammersmith 
County Court are approved, 
critics have claimed. 

Council chiefs and local MP Andy 
Slaughter have spoken out against 
government proposals to shut the 
court in Talgarth Road. 

Critics say some of Hammer¬ 
smith’s most vulnerable residents - 
including the disabled and people 
with mobility issues - will be unable 
to access the justice system if they 
are forced to travel further afield. 

The proposed closure has been 
condemned as the second part of a 
double whammy for justice in the 
borough, following the announce¬ 
ment of plans to downgrade Fulham 
police station. 

A full public consultation was car¬ 
ried out between July and October, 
with ministers expected to make a 


final decision on the future of the 
court early next year. 

Under the plans, hearings would 
be transferred to Wandsworth County 
Court. The relocation would create 
extra capacity at Hammersmith Mag¬ 
istrates’ Court. 

Government ministers say the clo¬ 
sure, which is part of a national pro¬ 
gramme of reform, will create a 
“modern and more user-focused” 
service. 

But Hammersmith MP Andy 
Slaughter, a shadow justice minister, 
warned that Wandsworth County 
Court would not be able to cope with 
the additional workload. 

“The closure of the court will cre¬ 
ate capacity problems at Wandsworth 
County Court,” he said. 
“Wandsworth would need substantial 
expansion to deal with the influx of 
new staff and users. The closure 
would increase the travel and waiting 
times for users and primarily affect 
those on modest means and those re- 

TURN TO PAGE 3 



■ LONDON REMEMBERS: Thousands of proud Londoners paid their 
respects on Sunday to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in 
global conflicts. The Queen led tributes at the Cenotaph while many 
other Londoners stood in silence at services across the capital. 
REPORT, PICTURES - Pages 6,7,8 & 9 Picture: Richard Austin 
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NEW PROGRAMME TO BOLSTER LONDON'S THRIVING TECHNOLOGY SECTOR 


Equip our youngsters with digital skills 


T HE Mayor of London Boris John¬ 
son has launched a new £5 million 
programme that aims to ensure 
young Londoners have the digital skills 
they need to access jobs in the capital’s 
thriving technology sector. 

London is widely regarded as the 
most important tech hub in Europe, and 
the city’s information technology work¬ 
force is expected to grow by 30 per cent 
between 2012 and 2022 - to 274,000 
people. The number of digital technol¬ 
ogy companies in the capital is also in¬ 
creasing, growing by 46 per cent in the 
last five years to around 40,000 busi¬ 
nesses and forecast to rise to 51,500 by 
2025. 

However, the mayor is keen to tackle 
the emerging gap between the skills 
young Londoners have or are being 
equipped with and what employers say 
they need in order to sustain London’s 
growth. He also wants to increase the 
number of women taking up jobs in the 
sector, with women currently making up 
just a third of the tech workforce. 

The new Digital Talent Programme, 



FROM THE 
MAYOR'S OFFICE 


which has been launched in partnership 
with the London Enterprise Panel will 
ensure that Londoners aged 14 to 24 are 
best placed to take advantage of the cap¬ 
ital’s tech boom and inspire a generation 
to access jobs in the digital technology 
industry. It will also look to open up 
pathways between businesses and col¬ 
leges so tech companies are able to se¬ 
lect the young people with the skills they 
need to help them flourish. 


Mr Johnson, who is also Chairman of 
the LEP, said: “London is a hotbed of 
top technological innovation, brimming 
with creative minds who are helping to 
boost the capital’s economy and that of 
the whole country. However, it is ab¬ 
solutely vital that we nurture our tech 
stars of the future and make sure that our 
deep reserves of talent do not run dry. 
This new scheme will help London to 
remain ahead of the game when it comes 
to tech and give thousands of young 
Londoners the chance to share in the 
city’s economic success.” 

The Digital Talent Programme will 
boost the number of young people find¬ 
ing employment in the tech sector by: 

■ Establishing a London Digital Talent 
Pipeline to inspire more young London¬ 
ers to access jobs requiring digital skills. 
The pipeline will be designed by a board 
of key employers who will define the 
skills needed to work in the sector and 
engage schools and further education 
colleges to help them develop their cur¬ 
riculum to meet those needs. It is ex¬ 
pected that this will lead to the creation 


of 2,000 new learning places and will 
deliver 1,000 young Londoners into dig¬ 
ital jobs. It will also offer higher level 
digital skills training to university stu¬ 
dents from disadvantaged groups. 

■ Increasing the number of places for 
people aged 16 and over at further edu¬ 
cation colleges so that young Londoners 
can study industry-designed and en¬ 
dorsed digital short courses that are 
going to lead to a job. This will see five 
new or enhanced digital learning hubs 
within the capital with new kit provided 
to ensure industry-standard training fa¬ 
cilities. 

■ With a recent survey from 02 reveal¬ 
ing that 23 per cent of parents believe 
digital skills to be irrelevant to their chil¬ 
dren, the new initiative will also launch 
an awareness campaign to increase the 
knowledge of paths into digital careers. 

In a related move, the mayor and LEP 
have also announced a £50,000 scheme 
to deliver a Digital Careers Roadshow in 
Barking and Dagenham, Enfield, Green¬ 
wich, Tower Hamlets and Ealing. It is 
expected that this initiative will create at 


least 250 jobs and apprenticeships at 50 
of the capital’s tech companies. The pro¬ 
gramme will also train 100 Job Centre 
workers to become tech mentors so that 
they have a better understanding of the 
tech sector, its skills requirements and 
how to spot potential recruits. 

Lucy Haynes, CBI London director, 
said: “The technology and creative sec¬ 
tors have shot up the ladder as some of 
the fastest-growing sectors in London, 
with many businesses seeing them as 
holding the key to the capital’s future 
growth. To make sure we remain glob¬ 
ally competitive, it’s vital that young 
Londoners have the skills and the 
knowledge to grow the city’s economy 
in the 21st century. We welcome the 
mayor’s digital talent programme, and 
encourage firms to play as full a part as 
possible in it.” 

Colin Stanbridge, chief executive of 
the London Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said: “It is crucial that young 
Londoners are equipped with the digital 
skills businesses need to succeed in 
today’s economy.” 
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contacting YOUR COUNCIL 


Hammersmith & Fulham 


Adult social care 
0845 313 3935 
Benefits 
020 8753 6681 
Cleaner Greener hotline 
020 8753 1100- 

cleaner.greener @ lbhf .go v.uk<ma 
ilto: cleaner.greener @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Council tax 

020 8753 6681 

Electoral services 

020 8753 4466 

electoral .services @ lbhf .gov.uk< 
mailto:electoral.services@lbhf.g 
ov.uk 

Environment 

020 8753 1081 

Family information service 

020 8753 2450 

fis @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: fis @ lbh 
f.gov.uk 

Housing 

0845 313 3935 

Libraries 


020 7361 3610 

libraries @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: 
libraries @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Parking control 

020 7371 5678 

parking @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto: par 
king@lbhf.gov.uk 

Parking permits 

020 8753 6681 

parkingpermits @ lbhf .gov.uk<ma 
ilto :parkingpermits@ lbhf. gov.uk 
Planning 
020 8748 3020 

planning @ lbhf .go v.uk<mailto :pl 
anning @ lbhf.gov.uk 
Register Office 
020 8753 2140 

registeroffice @ lbhf .go v.uk<mail 
to: registeroffice @ lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

020 8753 1100 
Switchboard 

020 8748 3020 
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Adult Services 

020 7641 1000 

020 7641 2500 

Births, deaths 

Libraries 

and marriages 

020 7641 6200 

020 7641 7500 

Benefits 

Elections 

0800 072 0042 

020 7641 7500 

Parking 

Household recycling, 

020 7823 4567 

waste and rubbish 

Children’s Services 

020 7641 2000 

020 7641 4000 

Business line 

Planning 

General Enquiries 

020 7641 6500 

020 7641 7000 

Council Tax 

020 7641 6000 

0845 302 3400 

Westminster City Hall 

Licensing 

64 Victoria Street 

020 7641 6500 

London 

Housing 

SW1E 6QP 


Kensington & Chelsea 


Accessible Transport 

020 7361 2390 

accessible .transport@rbkc .gov.uk 

Arts & Leisure 

020 7361 3003 

artsandleisure@rbkc .gov.uk 

Benefits 

020 7361 3006 

benefits @rbkc .gov.uk 

Council Tax 

020 7361 3005 

counciltax@rbkc .gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

020 7361 3444 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Education 

020 7361 3009 

education @rbkc .gov.uk 

Environmental Health 

020 7361 3002 

environmentalhealth@rbkc .gov.uk 

Family Information 
Services 

0207 361 3302 

fis@rbkc.gov.uk 

Housing 

020 7361 3008 

housing@rbkc.gov.uk 

Land Charges 

020 7361 3554 

Libraries 

020 7361 3010 

information @ rbkc .gov.uk 


Parking - 
general enquiries 

020 7361 3004 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - 
penalty charges 

020 7361 4383 

parking @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new 
applications) 

020 7361 4381 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

020 7361 3019 

residentparking@rbkc .gov.uk 

Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 

020 8962 4547 

Planning 

020 7361 3012 

planning @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Registrars 

020 7361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7361 3001 

streetline @ rbkc .gov.uk 

Social Services 

020 7361 3013 

socialservices @rbkc .gov.uk 


Tell Us Once 

0207 361 3940 
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NEWS FROM HAMMERSMITH 




■ CHEERS! A Hammersmith pub famed for 
its quirky features and extensive range of 
craft beers has been honoured with a 
prestigious award for the latest chapter in 
its ongoing success story. 

Staff at The Distillers, in Fulham Palace 
Road, were named as winners of the 
Fuller's Brewery Outstanding 
Achievement award last week. The pub, 
which underwent a full refurbishment 
only 18 months ago, has since gone from 
strength to strength. And the team, led by 
manager Mike Dilnot, were recognised for 
their efforts by the brewery's senior 
executives at a special ceremony held at 
the company's famous Griffin Brewery in 


Chiswick on Tuesday (November 3). Mr 
Dilnot and his staff were presented with 
the outstanding achievement award, two 
cases of champagne and an engraved 
plaque for the bar. 

"It's fantastic to receive this award," said 
Mr Dilnot. "I'm incredibly proud of my 
team. I've enjoyed every minute at The 
Distillers, engaging our customers 
through our vast range of beers, delicious 
food offering and first-class service. This 
win is a true testament to the hard work of 
my team and the progress that we have 
made over the past year." 

Fuller's chairman Michael Turner 
reserved special praise for the 


Hammersmith pub's attention to detail, 
paying tribute to a job well done 
following the refurbishment in May 2014. 

He added: "This pub is quite unique, 
housing some of the quirkiest features in 
the Fuller's estate. The constant rotation 
of beers and changing weekly menus 
means that The Distillers certainly stands 
out from the competition. Mike and his 
team have done an incredible job growing 
the business since the pub's 
refurbishment last year and this award is 
well deserved." 

Pictured are Mr Dilnot, centre, and 
operations manager Aly Hillier, with Mr 
Turner. 


Access to local justice will 
be damaged if our county 
court closes, critics insist 


FROM PAGE 1 

liant on public transport. Dis¬ 
abled users and others with 
mobility issues would be par¬ 
ticularly affected.” 

Mr Slaughter also said he 
was concerned that separate 
plans to reduce Fulham police 
station to a counter service 
would leave the borough with 
only one fully-functioning po¬ 
lice station and no civil justice 
centre. 

He added: “This is the oppo¬ 
site of local justice, which is a 
long-established and important 
principle of the criminal and 
civil justice systems.” 

Consultation papers pub¬ 
lished by the Ministry of Jus¬ 
tice show that 62 per cent of 
the court’s capacity was 
utilised during the 2014/15 fi¬ 
nancial year. 

If the closure is approved, 
the MoJ’s calculations suggest 
users would face a 20-minute 
journey by car, or 35 minutes 
by public transport, to reach 
Wandsworth County Court, 
which is six miles away. 

Councillor Michael 

Cartwright, Hammersmith and 
Fulham council’s deputy 
leader, said the “unacceptable” 
plans were an “attack on access 
to justice”. 

He added: “Any residents 
seeking justice will be ad¬ 


versely affected and there is a 
very real danger of those who 
find it difficult to travel, includ¬ 
ing elderly and disabled resi¬ 
dents, being denied justice 
altogether. 

“Yet again, the one-off sav¬ 
ings made as the government 
sells off assets take no account 
of the ongoing impacts on res¬ 
idents across the borough.” 

Hammersmith County Court 
is one of 10 courts and tri¬ 
bunals in London that are set 
for closure under the proposals. 

Shailesh Vara, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for 
Courts and Legal Aid, said in 
the consultation paper: “We are 
reforming the courts and tribu¬ 
nal service so that it meets the 
needs of modem day users. 

“As we bring in digital tech¬ 
nology for better and more ef¬ 
ficient access to justice, fewer 
people will need to physically 
be in court. This means that we 
will need fewer buildings and 
with many already underused 
and in poor quality, now is a 
good time to review the estate.” 

A spokesman for Her 
Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals 
Service, the MoJ agency re¬ 
sponsible for the administra¬ 
tion of courts and tribunals, 
said: “We will consider all re¬ 
sponses before ministers make 
a decision.” 


Unrivalled 
prosperity 
lifts gloom 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

A NEW study has found 
people living in Hammer¬ 
smith to be among the 
most prosperous in Britain, 
as wage packets swell to 
five times the national av¬ 
erage. 

Research suggests that rising 
incomes in west London are 
compensating for residents’ rel¬ 
ative unhappiness. 

The boroughs of Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham and Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea were placed 
at the top of the prosperity 
index in a research project car¬ 
ried out by think tank the Lega- 
tum Institute. 


The study found that resi¬ 
dents were more miserable than 
most other parts of the UK but 
were lifted in the prosperity 
stakes by their soaring pay 
packets. The two boroughs 
were ranked surprisingly high 
in the gloominess list - 84th out 
of 170. 

However, “exceptional” 
wealth was found to be overrid¬ 
ing unhappiness to put Ham¬ 
mersmith among the country’s 
most prosperous places to live. 

Analysts at Legatum calcu¬ 
lated that the average income 
across the two boroughs had 
now risen to £133,000 - more 
than five times the UK average. 

The institute’s ‘Geography 
of Prosperity’ index compared 
170 areas across Britain in 


order to find the most prosper¬ 
ous people. 

Its findings were based on 
measuring average income per 
person compared with happi¬ 
ness levels. 

Four of the top five most 
prosperous places in the coun¬ 
try were found to be in London, 
with Westminster, Wandsworth 
and Camden rated highly. 

According to the study, the 
average annual income in Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham was 
£115,000 higher than the UK’s 
least prosperous place, Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Sian Hansen, executive di¬ 
rector at the Legatum Institute, 
said: “The ‘Geography of Pros¬ 
perity’ index reveals that pros¬ 
perity is about more than just 
wealth—it is about feeling that 
one’s life is worthwhile. 

“The index shows that while 
robust economic success can 
make an area prosperous, this 
in itself is not enough. 

“Some of the most prosper¬ 
ous areas of the country are 
those where, regardless of their 
income, people have the oppor¬ 
tunity to lead healthy, fulfilling 
and prosperous lives.” 

Inner London contains nine 
of the top 10 wealthiest areas in 
the country, but also three of the 
least prosperous spots. 


Council plugs new electric car charging points 


DOZENS of new electric car¬ 
charging bays are set to be 
rolled out across 
Hammersmith and Fulham by 
the end of next year. 

The borough council says 
use of zero-emission cars is 


increasing and that there is 
growing demand for charging 
points. Planning applications 
for 10 on-street charging bays 
have been submitted to the 
council by Source London 
Network. Further applications 


are expected to be submitted 
in the coming months. 

If approved, the first 10 bays 
could be in place by early next 
year with additional charging 
points operational by the end 
of the year. 
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NEWS FROM HAMMERSMITH 


20 escape unhurt 
from blaze at flats 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


TWENTY people were 
evacuated from a block of 
flats in Hammersmith last 
week after a fire broke out 
on the first floor. 

Residents of the five-storey 
block in Queen Caroline Street 
made it out before firefighters 
arrived on the scene last Satur¬ 
day afternoon (October 31). 

The blaze caused damage to 
a five-roomed flat on the first 
floor but no injuries were re¬ 
ported. Around 20 fire service 
personnel arrived at the block 
shortly after 1pm and fought the 


flames for almost an hour be¬ 
fore the situation was brought 
under control. 

Crews from Hammersmith, 
Chelsea, Wandsworth and 
Chiswick were all called to at¬ 
tend the incident after the alarm 
was raised. 

The London Fire Brigade 
posted an update on Twitter at 
3.15pm, which read: “The flat 
fire on Queen Caroline Street, 
Hammersmith, is under control. 
Thankfully no injuries.” 

A further statement from the 
brigade later that afternoon con¬ 
firmed that damage had been 
caused to the first floor flat but 
that occupants had safely evac¬ 
uated the block. 


Fire investigators are still ex¬ 
amining evidence to determine 
what caused the blaze. 

A spokesman said: “The fire 
damaged a five-roomed flat on 
the first floor and 20 people left 
the five-storey block before the 
brigade arrived. 

“The brigade was called at 
1.01pm and the fire was under 
control at 1.53pm. The cause of 
the fire is under investigation.” 

Meanwhile, fire chiefs have 
reported a reduction in the num¬ 
ber of Bonfire Night incidents, 
after celebrations were held 
across the capital last week. 

Provisional figures show the 
London Fire Brigade attended 
only 72 fires on Thursday night 
(November 5), compared with a 
total of 112 last year. 

The brigade’s 999 call han¬ 
dlers dealt with 575 calls and 
firefighters attended 343 inci¬ 
dents. 

Safety bosses said the bad 
weather had dampened proceed¬ 
ings, with several events can¬ 
celled due to rain. 

London Fire Commissioner 
Ron Dobson said: “It is pleasing 
that our early figures show a 
further reduction in the number 
of fires that our crews attended 
on November 5 but it’s no time 
to rest on our laurels.” 



■ CALL-OUT: Crews from four fire stations attended. 



Refresh Your 
Tired Kitchen! 

Transform your tired kitchen just by changing the doors 
& worktops. Less Hassle, Less Time, Less Cost. 

• Huge choice of door styles and colours in any size. 

• Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

• Installed quickly & cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 

• 50% deposit, balance on completion. 

• We also do Full Bespoke Kitchens, Bedrooms, Utility Rooms and Studies. 


DREAM DOORS 
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Or we can bring the samples for you to choose in your own home. Large car park behind the showroom. 
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■ ALL ABOARD: A community 'bus day' project has helped to make sure vulnerable people feel 
safer when using public transport in Hammersmith. The scheme, which is supported by the Met 
Police and Transport for London, was set up to give disabled people more confidence when 
travelling on the buses. Those who took part in the project boarded a bus at Lillie Road before 
taking a 15-minute trip around the borough. Officers were on hand to offer helpful tips about 
how to stay safe on the network. The Met's Sergeant Dave Stevenson said the'bus day'initiative 
was a "crucial part of building trust and confidence with our entire community". He added: 
"Everyone who attended the event learnt so much - from what revenue protection inspectors 
do to what you should do if you witness a crime being committed, or find a suspect bag or 
package." 


Arts venues urged to be more dementia friendly 


CHARITY leaders have called 
for arts venues in 
Hammersmith to take further 
steps towards becoming 
dementia friendly. 

The Alzheimer's Society 
wants theatres, galleries, 
museums and arts centres to 


be made more accessible for 
people living with dementia. 

The appeal follows the 
launch of a new guide to 
help venues ensure signage 
is clear and quiet areas are 
available. Nikki Crowther, of 
the Alzheimer's Society, said: 


"Everyone has the right to 
participate in the arts and, 
for people with dementia, we 
know that there are many 
benefits. It can improve 
quality of life and wellbeing 
by stimulating emotions and 
creativity." 


Prison smuggling bid thwarted 


A COUPLE have been sen¬ 
tenced after they were caught 
trying to smuggle drugs, alco¬ 
hol and fast food into Worm¬ 
wood Scrubs prison using a 
rudimentary fishing line. 

Karl Jensen, 27, and his girl¬ 
friend, Lisa Mary Hutchinson, 
26, both of St Ervans Road in 
Ladbroke Grove, were spotted 
on CCTV in Artillery Lane last 
year, attempting to pass the 
items over the prison wall. 

Jensen was seen tying a wash 
bag to a rope, which was used 
as a fishing line to smuggle 
bags of cocaine and cannabis 
over the prison wall. Hutchin¬ 
son was also caught on camera 
at the scene. 

The items recovered in¬ 
cluded a knife, a bottle of 
vodka, a McDonald’s McMuf- 
fin, a plastic Kinder Surprise 
egg containing mobile phone 
SIM cards, a Smartwatch and 
several USB chargers. 

Detective Constable Andy 
Griffin, of the Hammersmith 


and Fulham CID, said: “Jensen 
and Hutchinson tried to smug¬ 
gle prohibited items including 
drugs, alcohol and a knife in¬ 
side a prison - the combination 
could have been deadly. 

“Thankfully, vigilant prison 
staff foiled the plot and they 
were quickly arrested. 

“This case serves as a strong 
reminder of the very serious 
consequences of smuggling 
prohibited goods into a prison.” 

The couple were spotted by 
CCTV operators on October 15 
last year, as Jensen tied a small 
bag to a rope and pulled it up 
over the prison walls and into 
one of the cells. 

Police were immediately 
alerted and were able to appre¬ 
hend the pair before they could 
flee the scene. Prison officers 
traced the bag to the recipient’s 
cell where the items were re¬ 
covered. Further investigations 
at the couple’s home led to the 
discovery of mobile phone top- 
up cards with their SIMs re¬ 


moved and a Smartwatch box 
which was marked with the 
same serial number as the one 
smuggled into the prison. 

Jensen, who pleaded guilty 
to seven charges at an earlier 
hearing, was sentenced to two- 
and-a-half years’ imprisonment, 
while Hutchinson received a 
12-month community order and 
is required to attend a women’s 
programme for 31 days. 

Governor Peter Nichols, of 
HMP Wormwood Scrubs, said: 
“This successful prosecution 
was due to the efforts made be¬ 
tween both agencies - the po¬ 
lice and the prison service - and 
highlights the importance of 
sharing of information with our 
partners. 

“A notice to prisoners will be 
published to highlight this and 
the intent that Wormwood 
Scrubs is committed to working 
with our partner agencies to as¬ 
sist in prosecuting those who 
attempt to convey and distrib¬ 
ute illicit items into our prison.” 


Savings in store for users of new Hammersmith app 


BUSINESS leaders have 
launched a mobile phone 
app designed to help 
shoppers make the most of 
deals and discounts at 
Hammersmith stores. 

A free E-Privilege card can 
be downloaded from the 
App Store or Google Play, 
giving users access to offers 


at shops, restaurants and 
pubs. The app has been 
devised by the 
Hammersmith Business 
Improvement District. 

BID director Patricia Bench 
said: "For many years now we 
have run a very successful 
privilege card scheme but we 
are finding that more and 


more people are using their 
smartphones to shop. 

"We wanted to create 
something for the modern 
shopper, something that 
would improve their 
Hammersmith experience by 
giving them great money-off 
deals at the touch of a 
button." 
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■ TOP DRAW: Pop artist Mark Wigan was in London as part of his collaboration 
with footwear firm Dr Martens. His modern hieroglyphics have been used by 
the company to launch a new range. The artist, pictured here with London 
Weekly News writer Nicky Sweetland, visited the manufacturer's Oxford Street 
store last week where he spent the day customising fans' shoes and drawing 
murals. 


■ BOLD MASTER: London's Arch Hotel will play host to an unusual learning 
experience this month. Award-winning chocolatier Paul Wayne Gregory is 
bringing his expertise to the hotel and will run an exclusive masterclass on the 
art of chocolate. The Marylebone hotel welcomes the chocolate artist and 
sculptor at the The Festive Art of Chocolate event, which takes place on 
November 19 at 6.30pm. 


More employers promise to 
pay the London living wage 


Night Tube 
‘not critical’ 

LONDON'S Night Tube - which 
has been derailed by a stand¬ 
off between bosses and the 
unions - is "not absolutely 
critical", mayor Boris Johnson 
said. 

With talks between London 
Underground and the unions 
grounded in a stalemate, Mr 
Johnson told LBC Radio the 
weekend service was not 
"absolutely critical". 

Asked whether he could 
provide a date for the 
introduction of the 24-hour 
Tube, the mayor said: "This is 
something that the city of 
London has done without for 
150 years. What I won't do is 
pay an unreasonable price for 
it, which Londoners would feel 
in their fares. There's a very 
good deal on the table. I just 
hope that members oftheTube 
unions will get a chance to look 
at it. No one will work more 
hours than they do today. 
Drivers have the same number 
of weekends as now." 

Mr Johnson told listeners:"! 
want you to know that this is 
something I think we should 
have but - I hope my attitude is 
clear - it is not something that I 
regard as absolutely critical." 

Extra tickets 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

LONDON’S mayor Boris 
Johnson has announced a near 
three per cent increase in the 
London living wage and re¬ 
vealed another 295 employers 
this year are now paying their 
staff the capital’s hourly rate. 

The London living wage has in¬ 
creased from £9.15 to £9.40 per 
hour, a rise of 2.7 per cent. Its cal¬ 
culation is designed to reflect the 
higher costs of living in the city. 

The mayor also revealed the 
number of employers now paying 
their staff at this rate has grown 
from 429 to 724 in the last 12 
months. Some 27 employers pub¬ 
licly backed the living wage in 
2008. 

Major brands including Oliver 
Bonas, Chelsea Football Club and 
GlaxoSmithKline have joined the 
army of organisations now accred¬ 
ited as London living wage employ¬ 


ers over the last year, while last 
month Lidl became the first major 
supermarket to pay its staff the rate. 

Since 2005 the London living 
wage has grown by 40.3 per cent 
and more than 30,000 workers 
across the capital have benefited 
from the increased wage since 2011. 

Mr Johnson said: “I am delighted 
that more than 700 employers have 
signed up to paying the London liv¬ 
ing wage and we now have tens of 
thousands of employees being prop¬ 
erly rewarded for the work they do. 

“As our economy continues to 
grow and employment in London 
increases, it is essential all hard¬ 
working Londoners receive a fair 
share of the proceeds of the capital’s 
success. 

“I have long argued that those 
companies that can afford to pay the 
London living wage should do so 
because there are clear benefits for 
employers in increasing productiv¬ 
ity and reducing staff turnover, 
while it makes a real difference to 
the quality of life for employees. I 


encourage businesses in the capital 
to follow the example of Lidl and 
Oliver Bonas and pay their staff the 
London living wage.” 

The mayor has written to more 
than 100 chief executives in the last 
12 months, primarily in the retail, 
legal and service provider sectors, 
as well as at football clubs and a 
number of FTSE 100 companies. 

Research produced this year by 
the University of Strathclyde and 
the Living Wage Foundation high¬ 
lighted the benefits to businesses 
that come from paying the living 
wage. As well as boosting the 
wages of staff, it can reduce staff 
turnover and absenteeism, increase 
worker morale and loyalty, boost 
productivity and enhance the repu¬ 
tation of an organisation. 

Oliver Tress, Managing Director 
and Founder of Oliver Bonas, said: 
“It makes complete sense to pay all 
our team at Oliver Bonas the Lon¬ 
don living wage. We want to pay a 
wage which both rewards our team 
for their hard work and loyalty and 


reflects the ‘real’ cost of living. We 
were the first retailer on the high 
street to make this commitment and 
would encourage others to do so 
too.” 

Sarah Vero, Director at the Liv¬ 
ing Wage Foundation, said: “The 
announcement of the new, increased 
London living wage rate brings a 
welcome pay rise to thousands of 
workers across the capital. London¬ 
ers are well aware that living costs 
in the capital have been rising faster 
than wages, and for many staff that 
are paid salaries close to the na¬ 
tional minimums, life in this amaz¬ 
ing city can be clouded by 
struggling from one pay day to the 
next. London businesses are leading 
the way, with hundreds of employ¬ 
ers voluntarily paying their people 
the London living wage. This inde¬ 
pendently calculated rate reflects 
the real cost of living in London. 
Hard working Londoners are the 
capital’s life blood, they need a 
wage that respects the contribution 
they make to this great city.” 


Schools urged to remember Holocaust 


THE London Assembly has called 
on schools across the capital to do 
more to teach the lessons of the 
Holocaust and other global geno¬ 
cides, saying it is “vital” to teach 
children about humanity’s worst 
horrors, writes Geoff Baker. 

Last week Assembly Members 
agreed a unanimous motion asking 
the Greater London Authority and 
city boroughs to sustain their efforts 
to raise awareness of past atrocities 
such as the Holocaust, in which six 
million Jews were murdered, and 
the Rwandan Genocide, in which 
more than 800,000 died. 

The motion noted “that the 
Greater London Authority and Lon¬ 
don’s boroughs should continue to 
work with local schools, charities, 
and other stakeholder organisations 
to promote understanding of this 


important issue, to ensure that the 
Holocaust, and other genocides, are 
remembered through the genera¬ 
tions.” 

Assembly Member Jennette 
Arnold,who proposed the motion, 
said: “It’s a tragedy that we con¬ 
tinue to live in a world where some 
people still fear persecution because 
of their race, ethnicity or religion. If 
we’re serious about laying down the 
foundations for peaceful societies 
then we have to learn the lessons of 
the past. 

“Holocaust Memorial Day en¬ 
sures that the horrors of this geno¬ 
cide, and others, are never 
forgotten. 

“It’s absolutely vital that we 
teach our children about the Holo¬ 
caust in the hope that future gener¬ 
ations can continue the pursuit of 


harmony and never have to face the 
terror of genocide.” 

Tony Arbour, the Assembly 
Member who seconded the motion 
said: “It is extremely important that 
we remember all acts of genocide 
and the human suffering these 
events have caused. Holocaust Me¬ 
morial Day presents an opportunity 
for us to educate school pupils 
about this and other such atroci¬ 
ties.” 

The text of the motion was: “This 
Assembly notes that approximately 
six million people were killed dur¬ 
ing the Holocaust, including 1.5 
million Jewish children. Since the 
Holocaust, other genocides, such as 
the Rwandan Genocide of 1994, 
have killed millions of people. 

“Even now, people all over the 
world live in fear of being killed 


due to their race, ethnicity, religion, 
culture, or nationality. This Assem¬ 
bly is proud that the UK has always 
played a major role in ensuring that 
the Holocaust is never forgotten. 
Holocaust Memorial Day has taken 
place in the UK since 2001, with a 
UK event and over 3,600 local ac¬ 
tivities taking place on or around 
January 27 each year. 

“The Holocaust Educational 
Trust has taken thousands of UK 
students to visit former concentra¬ 
tion camps in order to teach them 
the lessons of the Holocaust. This 
Assembly believes that Holocaust 
Memorial Day should continue to 
be commemorated in the UK. 

“Children should be encouraged 
and enabled to actively promote the 
lessons learnt from the Holocaust 
and other genocides.” 



■ PAYING UP: 
The mayor of 
London Boris 
Johnson. 


WITH tickets for London's New 
Year's Eve fireworks display 
selling fast, an extra 13,000 are 
to be released, as a result of a 
new viewing area being 
opened up on Waterloo Bridge. 

It means thousands more 
people will be able to see the 
event, which is being organised 
in partnership with the world's 
leading children's organisation 
Unicef. 

The event was ticketed for 
the first time last year and 
attracted 100,000 people. The 
new viewing area will enable 
more people to see the display 
safely. 



Fri 18 Dec 2015 - Sun 17 Jan 2016 
LONDON 
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■ FOCUS OF REMEMBRANCE: Scenes from the Cenotaph in Whitehall on 
Sunday, as veterans marched past appreciative crowds. Bottom: the 
Prime Minister prepares to lead political tributes. Pictures: Richard Austin 


LONDON REMEMBERS 



■ NATION UNITED: Whitehall plays host to a sombre union of service personnel past and present, applauded by a 
respectful public. Pictures: Richard Austin 

Proud Londoners 
join Royal family 
in salute to fallen 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


OF all the landmark anniver¬ 
saries to be commemorated this 
year, London’s solemn service 
of Remembrance - a simple yet 
dignified salute to the fallen - 
remains one of the capital’s 
proudest traditions. 

On few occasions are Londoners so 
united as when stood shoulder to shoul¬ 
der, heads bowed in quiet contemplation, 
holding in their minds the memories of 
loved ones lost. 

As ever, proceedings at the Cenotaph 
and services across the capital were du¬ 
tifully observed by Londoners defiant in 
their refusal to forget. 

The break-neck speed of city life was 
brought to a sudden stop on Sunday as 
hundreds of thousands put their lives on 
pause to remember, if only for a mo¬ 
ment, the sacrifices made by so many in 
the name of their country. 

Their lapels emblazoned with sym¬ 
bols of a lifetime’s service, thousands of 
veterans marched proudly past the Ceno¬ 
taph after two minutes’ silence had been 
immaculately observed by all gathered 
at Whitehall. 

And the scene was recreated with 
great dedication in all comers of the cap¬ 
ital, as Londoners fell silent at the turn 
of the eleventh hour. 

“It is a time to remember and a time 
to mourn,” concluded Rifleman Paul Ja¬ 
cobs, the Brixton-born ex-serviceman 
blinded in Afghanistan in 2009, who de¬ 
livered his own citation as part of the 
Royal British Legion’s Festival of Re¬ 
membrance. 


“We stand here in recognition of their 
sacrifice and in support of today’s veter¬ 
ans who survived war and conflict, for 
many their lives forever changed. 

“We stand in respect as a nation 
united in Remembrance for those who 
have served our great country, and for 
our brothers and sisters who serve today 
as they work for peace.” 

This year, perhaps more than any 
other, has been chaptered by reminders 
of war - and of the servicemen and 
women who have given their lives in the 
defence of others. 

In 2015 London has led the way in 
marking 70 years since the end of the 
Second World War, as well as the land¬ 
mark anniversaries of VE Day, VJ Day 
and Anzac Day. 

It will continue to do so as the 

‘It is a time 
to remember 
and a time 
to mourn' 


Rifleman Paul 
Jacobs from 
Brixton, blinded 
in Afghanistan 
in 2009 


poignant First World War commemora¬ 
tions, which began last August, a century 
after war was declared, bind the nation 
in four years of solemn remembrance. 

Sunday’s service at the Cenotaph, al¬ 
though shortened this year to reduce the 
amount of time veterans were left to 
stand, was no less affecting. 

The Queen, dignified and stoic as 



ever, led the tributes to all those mem¬ 
bers of the armed forces who have lost 
their lives in conflicts on land, at sea and 
in the air. 

Laying the first of several poppy 
wreathes that adorned the memorial in a 
shock of red, Her Majesty was followed 
by the Prime Minister David Cameron 
and leaders of the other main political 
parties in paying their respects. 

The Duke of York, Prince William 
and Prince Harry also attended the cere¬ 
mony, while King Willem-Alexander of 
the Netherlands was also invited to lay a 
wreath in recognition of the 70th an¬ 
niversary of his country’s liberation fol¬ 
lowing the Second World War. 

Religious leaders, senior military per¬ 
sonnel and a host of other dignitaries 
from across the Commonwealth com¬ 
pleted the scene, as an audience of thou¬ 
sands gathered at the Cenotaph. 

The two-gun salute was fired from 
Horse Guards Parade on the stroke of 
11am, before the familiar notes of the 
Last Post rang out to signal the end of 
the two minutes’ silence. 

The moving ceremony was brought to 
a close with the veterans’ traditional 
march past, the memorial now laden 
with wreaths in honour of the fallen. 

Rifleman Jacobs was awarded the 
George Medal for bravery after losing 
his sight in an explosion in Helmand 
Province six years ago. 

Two of his colleagues were killed in 
the blast. His words captured perfectly 
the spirit of Remembrance. 

“The George Medal was given to me 
for bravery and courage,” he said. “But 
for me, it actually represents the two 
men that fell that day in aid of their 
country - Sergeant Paul McAleese and 
Private Jonathan Young.” 










































■ MARCH PAST: Veterans and serving personnel unite. Pictures: Richard Austin 



■ FIREPOWER: Uniformed personnel provide the military dimension to Sunday 
morning's Remembrance events in Whitehall. Pictures: Richard Austin 



■ IN FOCUS: Members of the public secure 
their own images of Sunday's Cenotaph 
ceremony while Prince Andrew, Prince Harry 
and Prince William reflect the solemnity of 
the occasion. Pictures: Richard Austin 
MORE REPORTS AND PICTURES: PAGES 8&9 
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■ ROYAL RESPECTS: The Royal family, led by the 
Queen, Prince Philip and Princess Anne, above, 
brought the nation together to mark 
Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph in 
Whitehall. The Duchess of Cambridge also 
attended proceedings, while the princes, 
William, Harry and Andrew, also played their 
part. Pictures: Richard Austin 




■ KENSINGTON AND 
CHELSEA REMEMBERS: 
The royal borough 
paid its respects on 
Sunday to those who 
gave their lives in past 
conflicts. Pictured left, 
the Mayor, Councillor 
Robert Freeman, leads 
the borough in its 
salute to the service 
personnel who have 
laid down their lives 
over the years. Below, 
the Royal British 
Legion standard 
provides the iconic 
rallying point for acts 
of Remembrance, 
while cadets prepare 
to play their part in 
proceedings as well. 
Pictures: Jack Dixon 
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■ SUPPORT: Trooper Tom Ward said he and his comrades 
were heartened by the demonstration of public support. 

Picture: Marco Cillario 



■ FULHAM'S SALUTE: Sunday's Service of Remembrance 
at All Saints Church. Picture: Marco Cillario 



LONDON REMEMBERS 



Naming the 
victims ‘a 
gracious act’ 

BY MARCO CILLARIO 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


THE people of Fulham 
paid tribute to the men 
and women who gave 
their lives at war with a 
parade and a service on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

The Fulham-based 
Squadron of the Royal Yeo¬ 
manry, a regiment of the 
British Army Reserve, con¬ 
tingents from the police and 
fire service, representatives 
of St John Ambulance and 
the Army Cadet Force gath¬ 
ered at Parsons Green at 
10.30am and marched along 
with the Fulham Brass Band 
through New King’s Road to 
All Saints Church. 

A service was conducted 
in the churchyard at 11am 
by the Reverend Canon 
Joseph Hawes in remem¬ 
brance of all the soldiers 
who died during conflicts in 
the last century. Hundreds of 
members of the public also 
attended. 

During the service, 
wreaths were placed around 
the war memorial in com¬ 
memoration of the fallen by 
Cllr Daryl Brown, Deputy 
Mayor of Hammersmith and 
Fulham council, Vice-Lord 
Lieutenant of Greater Lon¬ 
don Wing Commander Mike 
Dudgeon and representa¬ 
tives of the organisations 
taking part in the event. 

“Remembering is nam¬ 
ing,” said Reverend Hawes. 
“We name the nameless vic¬ 
tims of the world’s many 
cruelties. 

“Remembering and nam¬ 
ing can be a powerful and 
gracious act of understand¬ 
ing and learning to look 
back at past horrors and 
tragedies to try and live bet¬ 
ter, create a better world, to 
try and understand so that it 
might never happen again.” 

Several members of the 
Royal Yeomanry said that 
they had lost comrades serv¬ 
ing overseas. 

Captain Matt Fincham, 
from the Yeomanry’s Ful¬ 
ham branch, said: “This is 
the time in which I think of 
my friends who have died in 
Afghanistan - and it is also 
the time when we show our¬ 
selves in the community.” 

Trooper Tom Ward 
added: “People come out to 
support us and it’s a good 
feeling. It makes you feel 
that you are part of some¬ 
thing special.” 

It was a very significant 
event for many members of 
the public too. 

“I come every year,” said 
Philipp Brand, 38, whose 
grandfather served in Africa 
during the Second World 
War. “I am here for him as 
well.” 

Dorinda Haslam, 73, 
whose father fought in 
Africa and Italy between 
1942 and 1945, added: “We 
must not forget.” 



■ REMEMBRANCE RUN: One of the many moped enthusiasts who assembled in 
Fulham on Sunday morning before heading into central London for Remembrance 
commemorations. Picture: Jack Dixon 





RESIDENTS CASH IN WITH 
FINANCIAL INCENTIVE TO 
FREE UP SPACE 

People all over West and South West London are 
capitalising on a service that allows you to free up 
space in your homes whilst adding capital to your 
bank accounts. How? By offering you money on the 
spot for your used & unwanted gadgets. To most of 
us that would mean smart TVs, smartphones, laptops 
and other household electronics. 

The Independent has stated that "There are 90 
million unused electronic gadgets in the UK, which 
would be worth more than £7bn if we cashed them ^ 

in", and this was speaking only of mobile phones! So 

how can we take * 

advantage of this gadget-cashing 
exercise? Well, it's simpler than 
you might think. 

Simply send Cash4Gadgets an 
email with the name and 
description of your items upon 
which you'll receive a free 
valuation. A collection time is 

^ __ agreed & they send out one of 

their specialists directly to your 
door to pick up the unwanted 
items in exchange for instant 
^ . cash - the money is transferred 

immediately. 

Receive your free valuation NOW 
^ email Cash4Gadaets@email.com 

I — or speak to a specialist at 

020 3794 6275 
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Boris endorses blueprint 
to create jobs and homes 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


A PLANNING framework that 
aims to deliver more than 
25,500 new homes and create 
up to 65,000 jobs at Old Oak 
and Park Royal has been ap¬ 
proved and adopted by the 
Mayor of London Boris John¬ 
son. 

Old Oak in West London is set to 
become a new home to a world- 
class High Speed 2 and Crossrail 
station by 2026, handling 250,000 
passengers a day and acting as a 
super hub between London and the 
rest of the UK, Europe and the 
world. 

The mayor believes this presents 
an opportunity to create tens of 
thousands of new homes and could 
provide almost 14 per cent of 
Greater London’s employment 


needs up to 2031, with early esti¬ 
mates suggesting the project could 
make a £7 billion annual contribu¬ 
tion to the UK economy. 

The Old Oak and Park Royal De¬ 
velopment Corporation was 
launched by Mr Johnson in April 
and will drive the planning and re¬ 
generation of the site that straddles 
the London boroughs of Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham, Brent and Eal¬ 
ing. 

Earlier this year, the mayor pub¬ 
lished a consultation document 
called an Opportunity Area Plan¬ 
ning Framework, which sets out his 
long-term vision for the area. Fol¬ 
lowing the conclusion of that con¬ 
sultation, Mr Johnson has now 
approved the document which sets 
the strategic planning direction for 
the area. 

Sir Edward Lister, Deputy Mayor 
for Planning and Chairman of the 
Old Oak and Park Royal Develop¬ 


ment Corporation, said: “London 
urgently needs new homes and 
commercial space to meet its ever 
growing population and there can 
be no doubt that the regeneration of 
Old Oak represents a real opportu¬ 
nity to meet those needs. This strat¬ 
egy will mean we can plan for the 
future of this vast site as we work to 
create a new, thriving and sustain¬ 
able part of the capital, where peo¬ 
ple will love to live, work, play and 
visit.” 

The planning framework aims to: 

■ Create a new urban neighbour¬ 
hood at Old Oak, supporting a min¬ 
imum of 24,000 new homes with an 
additional 1,500 in non-industrial 
locations in Park Royal. 

■ Plan for the new High Speed 
2/Crossrail and National Rail inter¬ 
change to regenerate the area and 
contribute significantly to London’s 
competitiveness. 

■ Support the creation of 55,000 


new jobs at Old Oak and a further 
10,000 at Park Royal. 

■ Protect and enhance Park Royal 
as a strategic industrial location. 

■ Ensure new development safe¬ 
guards nearby amenity assets such 
as Wormwood Scrubs and the 
Grand Union Canal. 

■ Work with communities, resi¬ 
dents and businesses to realise the 
strategy 

The mayor has identified 38 op¬ 
portunity areas across the capital. 
These are London’s major source of 
brownfield land with significant ca¬ 
pacity for new housing, commercial 
and other development linked to ex¬ 
isting or potential improvements to 
public transport accessibility. By es¬ 
tablishing opportunity areas, and 
working closely with London bor¬ 
oughs and partner agencies, the 
mayor will be best able to deliver 
significant social and economic re¬ 
generation. 


■ CLEAN APPEAL: London Assembly members want to stop'Thames tipping'. 


Londoners to 
meet Oswald, 
Disney rabbit 


LONDON’S British Film Institute 
National Archive and Walt Disney 
Anim ation Studios have announced 
the rediscovery of a rare, long-lost 
Walt Disney animated film Sleigh 
Bells (1928), featuring the first-ever 
Disney character, Oswald the 
Lucky Rabbit, a long-eared precur¬ 
sor to Mickey Mouse. 

The world premiere of the new 
restoration of the film by Walt Dis¬ 
ney Animation Studios will take 
place at BFI Southbank on Decem¬ 
ber 12 as part of a programme It’s 
A Disney Christmas: Seasonal 
Shorts, screening other festive Dis¬ 
ney gems from the 1930s to the 
present day. 

Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, pic¬ 
tured below, was invented by Walt 
Disney in 1927 and was loved for 
his mischievous and rebellious per¬ 
sonality. A number of other films 
do survive but Sleigh Bells has 
been, until now, a lost film, unseen 
since its original release. The ani¬ 
mation in the film was accom¬ 
plished by Walt Disney and Ub 
Iwerks, both of whom went on to 
create the character of Mickey 
Mouse, following a contractual dis¬ 
agreement with Universal, for 
whom they had created the Oswald 
films. 

The print of Sleigh Bells (1928) 
was preserved in the BFI National 
Archive. The exciting re-discovery 
was made by a researcher browsing 
the online catalogue of the BFI Na¬ 
tional Archive’s holdings. Walt Dis¬ 
ney Animation Studios have taken 
this unique surviving film print and 
created both a new preservation 
print and digital copies. The film 
has a running time of approxi¬ 
mately six minutes. 

Robin Baker, Head Curator, 
National Archive, said: 
a joyful treat to dis¬ 
cover a long-lost Walt Dis¬ 
ney film in the BFI 
N ational Archive.’ ’ 
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Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 


Thames tippers a 
threat to dolphins 


JUST when whales, dolphins 
and porpoises have returned to 
the cleaned-up Thames 
thoughtless Londoners are risk¬ 
ing killing them again with 
large scale river rubbish tip¬ 
ping, writes Geoff Baker. 

Last week the London As¬ 
sembly called on the public to 
stop “Thames tipping” after 
members heard that more than 
300 tonnes of rubbish is re¬ 
moved from the river each 
year. 

Earlier this year the Zoolog¬ 
ical Society of London re- 


■ PLEA: London Assembly 
Member Richard Tracey. 

vealed that since a clean-up 
over recent years more than 
400 dolphins and porpoises and 
50 whales had been sighted in 
the river. 

But scientists warn that 
Thames tippers are putting 
river life in danger by chucking 
in rubbish including furniture, 
fridges, tyres, guns, motor¬ 
bikes , supermarket trolleys 
and, of particular concern, 
plastic. 

Thames tippers are also 
warned that they face a fine of 
up to £50,000 in a magistrates’ 
court if caught being a river lit¬ 
ter lout. 

The Port of London Author¬ 


ity received support from the 
London Assembly for its 
Cleaner Thames Campaign. 
Assembly Members agreed a 
unanimous motion encourag¬ 
ing Londoners to stop using the 
Thames as a tip. 

Assembly Member Richard 
Tracey,who proposed the mo¬ 
tion, said: “The Thames is a 
precious and valuable resource 
for the whole of London and 
we must all do our bit to keep 
it clean. Hopefully, with the 
support of the Mayor, Assem¬ 
bly and the public we can do 
just that.” 

Murad Qureshi AM, who 
seconded the motion said: “The 
River Thames has seen a re¬ 
markable transformation in re¬ 
cent decades from its status as 
‘biologically dead’ to its cur¬ 
rent revitalised state. But there 
is still a long way to go to 
tackle littering and reduce 
sewage overflow incidents. 

“There is no doubt that com¬ 
placency is the greatest barrier 
to a cleaner river and that’s 
why I’m happy to support the 
PLA’s campaign to raise 
awareness of this vital issue.” 

Dr Paul Clark, a researcher 
at the Natural History Mu¬ 
seum, has warned that plastic 
can be especially lethal to river 
life. 

He said: “Plastic can have a 
damaging impact on underwa¬ 
ter life. Large pieces can trap 
animals but smaller pieces can 
be inadvertently eaten. The 
toxic chemicals they contain, in 
high doses, could harm the 
health of wildlife.” 

The Assembly noted that 
among the 300 tonnes of rub¬ 
bish is recovered from the 
Thames every year, the amount 
of plastics, especially plastic 
bottles growing annually. 
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A simple £11 health test could 
have saved little Edward’s life 



■ LOVING PARENTS: Fiona Paddon, her husband Scott and baby son Edward. PA Photo/thinkstockphotos 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


PREGNANT women 
across London are being 
warned they may unknow¬ 
ingly carry a bacterial in¬ 
fection that can kill their 
babies - and are urged to 
get a test from their doctor 
to stop “this needless loss 
of life”. 

Around 25 per cent of preg¬ 
nant women have the infection, 
which is killing one baby a 
week - but which is also pre¬ 
ventable. 

Now a London solicitor 
whose newborn son died after 
contracting the bacteria from 
her is spearheading a petition 
demanding that the NHS tests 
every pregnant woman for the 
infection, group B streptococ¬ 
cus (GBS). Around 20 to 30 per 
cent of healthy people carry 
GBS in their bowel as part of 
their normal flora. Provided the 
GBS stays there, it is symptom¬ 
less and usually harmless to 
adults. But in women, the GBS 
also colonises the vagina and 
from there it can be passed to 
babies around labour. 

In the UK, on average, one 
newborn baby a day develops a 
GBS infection, one baby a 
week dies from it, and one baby 
a fortnight survives the infec¬ 
tion but is left with long-term 
disabilities, including cerebral 
palsy, brain damage, blindness, 
deafness and amputated limbs. 
It is the most common cause of 
severe bacterial infection in 
newborn babies, and of menin- 



■ HEALTH ADVICE: Professor 
Philip Steer of Imperial 
College, London. 


gitis in babies under three 
months. 

When Greenwich solicitor 
Fiona Paddon gave birth by 
emergency caesarian section to 
a baby boy in May last year, he 
had contracted GBS from her 
and was seriously ill. When she 
woke from the general anaes¬ 
thetic, she was told that her 
only child, Edward, was fight¬ 
ing for his life in the special 
care baby unit. He died nine 
days later. 

If she had been tested for the 
infection while pregnant, a pos¬ 
itive result would have 
prompted simple antibiotic 
treatment which would have 
saved Edward’s life. 

“It’s almost impossible to 
think that your baby will die, 
and to be told that I could have 
been tested, and then success¬ 
fully treated, for the very thing 
that killed Edward is almost too 
much to bear,” she said. “If I’d 
been tested, I would have been 
given antibiotics in labour 
which almost always prevent 
tragedies like ours.” 

Along with the national char¬ 
ity Group B Strep Support, Mrs 
Paddon has set up a petition 
asking the Government to in¬ 
troduce GBS testing on the 
NHS for all pregnant women. 
Many other countries test all 
pregnant women for GBS, 
using an £11 vaginal and rectal 
swab test which is rarely avail¬ 
able through the NHS. 

Since 2003, the UK has used 
risk factors to guess which 
pregnant women might be at 
risk of carrying the infection. 
However, Mrs Paddon says the 
risk factors are poor at predict¬ 
ing which babies will develop 
GBS, and the number of babies 
contracting the infection in the 
UK is rising. 

“Had I been tested, our beau¬ 
tiful son would be here today,” 
she said. “For Edward’s sake, 
and all babies like him, we 
can’t afford to lose any more 
lives.” 

Jane Plumb, chief executive 
of Group B Strep Support, said: 
“It’s time to stop this needless 
waste of life. Not only is it a 
human tragedy, it’s a huge drain 
on NHS resources. Too many 
babies who’ve contracted 
Group B Strep infection die or 
are left with conditions which 


require long-term support far 
more expensive than an £11 
test. Antenatal care is failing 
pregnant women and their fam¬ 
ilies by putting them at the 
mercy of a pregnancy lottery.” 

Professor Philip Steer, chair 
of the Group B Strep Support 
medical advisory panel and 
Emeritus professor of obstetrics 
at Imperial College, London, 
said that in most cases, the baby 
copes perfectly well with being 
colonised. 

“But in about one in 200 
cases, the GBS invades the 
baby and makes it sick, usually 
causing either pneumonia or 
meningitis,” he says. 


In the UK, early-onset GBS 
disease (within the first six 
days and usually within the first 
24 hours from birth) affects 
around 400 babies a year. 
About 10 per cent of these will 
die and another five per cent 
will survive with a disability. 

In the USA, as in most other 
developed countries, routine 
screening and treatment has re¬ 
duced early-onset GBS disease 
by over 80 per cent. In the UK, 
where screening isn’t routine, 
the incidence of early-onset 
GBS disease hasn’t fallen at all, 
and the current rate is now 50 
per cent higher than in the 
USA. 


“If screening was introduced 
into the UK, it could be ex¬ 
pected to reduce the burden of 
disease in a similar way to that 
in the USA,” said Professor 
Steer. 

“If a woman is tested for 
GBS at 35 to 37 weeks and is 
found to be a carrier, she can be 
given intravenous penicillin in 
labour. This will prevent 80-90 
per cent of early onset GBS dis¬ 
ease in the babies bom to these 
women.” 

To sign the petition, visit 
www. change, org/p/nhs-pro- 
vide-tests-for-group-b-strep-to- 
prevent-any-more-avoidable-de 
aths-of-newborn-babies 


Arts venues urged to be dementia friendly 


WEST End theatres, cinemas 
and museums are being urged 
to become “dementia-friendly” 
in a new appeal to help the one 
million people who will be liv¬ 
ing with the illness within the 
next 10 years. 

The call for arts venues to 
consider people with dementia, 
their families and carers has 
come from the Alzheimer’s So¬ 
ciety with backing from leading 


figures from the arts world, in¬ 
cluding Sir Peter Bazalgette, 
head of the Arts Council. 

The call follows the launch 
of a new guide to help arts and 
cultural venues become more 
accessible for people who are 
living with dementia. 

The launch of the guide co¬ 
incided last week with a 
fundraising evening at Elf the 
Musical at The Dominion The¬ 


atre, where money from all 
ticket sales was donated to 
Alzheimer’s Society. The the¬ 
atre is currently in the process 
of becoming dementia-friendly. 

Nikki Crowther, Head of 
Community Engagement at 
Alzheimer’s Society, said: 
“Everyone has the right to par¬ 
ticipate in the arts and, for peo¬ 
ple with dementia, we know 
that there are many benefits. It 


can improve quality of life and 
well-being by stimulating emo¬ 
tions and creativity. I hope that 
many more arts venues will use 
our guide and join the move¬ 
ment towards a dementia 
friendly society. 

“Something as simple as en¬ 
suring signage is clear and cre¬ 
ating a quiet area can enable 
someone with dementia to feel 
comfortable and to enjoy the 


creativity the art world brings.” 

Some 50 theatres, galleries, 
museums, cinemas and arts 
centres across the country have 
already begun to make some of 
the adaptations suggested. 

The guide can be down¬ 
loaded from the website 
alzheimers.org.uk/arts and hard 
copies are available by calling 
0300 303 5933 or by emailing 
orders@alzheimers. org. uk 




Coronet loses 
survival fight 

A FAMOUS former cinema in 
Elephant and Castle looks set 
to close. 

The Coronet, which is now a 
music venue, can trace its 
history back to 1879 but will 
close its doors for the last time 
on January 5,2017, it was 
reported this week. 

The Government has 
decided - on the advice of 
Historic England - not to make 
the Coronet a listed building. 

Richard Littman, director of 
the music venue, said it would 
be "really sad to go", but with 
the Elephant and Castle 
changing, it had become clear 
that "the evolving character of 
the area is no longer right for a 
venue like ours". 

He added: "We're looking 
forward to welcoming back old 
friends and making new ones - 
if you've ever wanted to 
perform here then get in touch 
quick - the calendar is filling up 
fast. Rather than fighting 
against change, we want to 
focus on celebrating The 
Coronet’s incredible history. 
What better way to do that 
than by making The Coronet’s 
final year of operation its 
biggest and best!" 

More than 4,500 people had 
signed a petition to save the 
venue, which now looks 
destined for demolition as part 
of the redevelopment of the 
Elephant and Castle Shopping 
Centre site. 

Thefts spark 
Diwali alert 

SOME £45million of jewellery 
and gold was stolen from Asian 
families in London in the year 
to April, Scotland Yard reported 
this week. 

The number of offences - 
1,324-forthe 2014-15 
financial year was down by a 
quarter, compared to 2013-14. 

But police said there was 
often a spike in thefts around 
Diwali - the five-day Hindu 
festival of light - which got 
under way this year on 
Wednesday this week. 

A force spokesman advised 
people to think about storing 
jewellery in safes and avoid 
travelling alone. 

The Metropolitan Police told 
the BBC that an annual rise in 
burglary and robbery as the 
nights draw in made Asian 
communities particularly 
vulnerable at a time when they 
would be travelling across the 
city to attend events. 

All libraries 
get free wi-fi 

EVERY library in London is set 
to have free wi-fi access by 
March next year as part of the 
Arts Council's WiFi in Public 
Libraries in England fund. 

This is designed to help to 
unlock further opportunities 
for libraries to extend their 
services, tackling digital 
exclusion, leading to growth in 
digital skills and enabling the 
development of new 
partnerships that will benefit 
local residents and citizens. 
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Win a trip to Winter Wonderland 


WITH only a few days to go 
until the gates at Hyde Park Win¬ 
ter Wonderland open, we have 
pulled together our top tips on 
how to make the most of your 
trip to what many are calling the 
UK’s number one Christmas 
destination. With over 100 rides 
and attractions on site, Hyde 
Park Winter Wonderland has 
something for everyone. The 
main attractions include: Ski 
Zillertal Ice Rink, The Magical 
Ice Kingdom, Zippos Circus and 
Cirque Berserk, Giant Observa¬ 
tion Wheel, Bar Ice and over 200 
chalets in the Christmas market. 

When to visit 

HYDE Park Winter Wonderland 
is busiest during weekends and 
evenings, so be prepared to 
queue to get in and to get onto 
rides during these peak times. If 
you want to experience the event 
at a more leisurely pace, we rec¬ 
ommend you visit on weekday 
mornings and afternoons and 
during the school holidays. Then 
you can have brunch at Winter 
Wonderland, browse the Christ¬ 
mas market at a gentle pace, 
practise your skating moves, 
visit the new circus area and try 
out the rides. The venue is open 
from November 20 to January 3 
from 10am to 10pm. It is closed 
on Christmas Day. On Novem¬ 
ber 20 only it opens at 5pm. 


Buy tickets now 

WINTER Wonderland is free to 
enter but certain attractions be¬ 
come fully-booked during peak 
periods. Buy tickets in advance 
online for the Ski Zillertal Ice 
Rink, The Magical Ice Kingdom, 
Zippos Circus, Giant Observa¬ 
tion Wheel and Bar Ice. Pre¬ 
booked attraction tickets 
guarantee fast-track entry into 
Winter Wonderland at peak 
times. 



Plan your travel 

THE best way to get to Winter 
Wonderland is via public trans¬ 
port. There are many tube and 
mainline stations in close vicin¬ 
ity, including: Bond Street, 
Green Park, Knightsbridge, Mar¬ 
ble Arch, Hyde Park Corner, 
Paddington and Victoria. Green 
Park station is best for step-free 
access. For up to date travel and 
ticket information check the 
website www.hydeparkwinter- 
wonderland and our social media 
channels @WinterWonderLON 
and www.facebook.com/winter- 
wonderlanduk 



■ You could win a family ticket to enjoy Hyde Park Winter Wonderland. 

Wrap up warm 


IT can get pretty chilly in the 
winter months and since the 
event is open-air, we would rec¬ 
ommend wearing a hat, scarf, 
gloves, sensible footwear and a 
warm coat. 
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This is especially important 
if you are visiting the Magical 
Ice Kingdom and Bar Ice, 
chilled to a frosty -8°C 
(17.6°F). If you are feeling 
cold, you are never far away 
from a hot chocolate or mulled 


Take the kids 

THIS family-friendly attraction 
has rides galore to keep kids of 
all ages happy. There are gentle 
rides and attractions for chil¬ 
dren as young as two in Santa 
Land and a Traditional Funfair 
with carousels, a helter skelter 
and funhouses. Most of the site 
is buggy-friendly and there are 
baby-changing facilities at var¬ 
ious disabled toilets across the 
site. The Ski Zillertal Ice Rink, 
Zippos Circus - The Perfect 
Gift and The Magical Ice King¬ 
dom are popular with our 
younger visitors. The best time 
to visit with young children and 
buggies is weekday mornings 
and early afternoon. For 
teenagers and those who enjoy 
thrill-seeking rides, there is the 
Alpine Adventure area, which 
hosts some of the most exciting 
rides in Europe including: 
Hangover, Blizzard, Wilde 
Maus and XXL. 


Meet Santa 

SEE Father Christmas and his 
magical elves in his Santa Land 
grotto every day from 10am to 
6pm - except Christmas Day. 
Meeting Santa is free and chil¬ 
dren receive a small gift. An of¬ 
ficial photographer will be 
taking souvenir shots that are 
available to buy on the day, but 
you can also take your own 
photos if you prefer. 

Bring cash 

RIDES and attractions are ac¬ 
cessed by tokens which cost £1 
each and are available at the 
token booths dotted around the 
site and cannot be bought in ad¬ 
vance. Children’s rides start at 
£2, while other rides start at £3. 
If you’re looking for gifts, the 
Christmas market features 
more than 200 fairy lit wooden 
chalets in the Angels Christmas 
Market, selling everything from 
handicrafts to traditional 
Christmas decorations, acces¬ 
sories to culinary delights. 

Food glorious food 

FROM festive drinks to 
swanky sit-down meals, Hyde 
Park Winter Wonderland has a 
bevy of bars and eateries to 


choose from. As well as Bavar¬ 
ian-style fodder, you can warm 
up on mulled wine and farm¬ 
house foods around a huge fire 
pit, which comes alive at night 
with a 70s band, or take a spin 
on hearty fare like hog roast 
and fish and chips. They are on 
the menu at the Star Tavern and 
Village Square, which provide 
a cosy retreat from the cold. Al¬ 
ternatively, snuggle up to a real 
log fire while tucking into fes¬ 
tive refreshments at The Artie 
Lodge and The House of St 
Nicholas. 

Magic of ice 

THE hugely successful sub¬ 
zero experience - The Magical 
Ice Kingdom will return and 
host even more fantastical 
snow and ice sculptures. 

This year children and adults 
are invited to walk through the 
fairy forest to discover a frozen 
lake and the ice queen, explore 
the ice palace, sit on the thrones 
and slide down the castle slide. 
Filled to the brim with awe-in¬ 
spiring snow and ice sculptures 
including magical princesses, 
frozen animals and ogres the 
Magical Ice Kingdom is the 
biggest ice and snow sculpture 
experience of its kind in the 
UK. Tickets cost from £7 for 
adults and £5 for children. 

Circus fun 

MAKE the most of your day 
and book in a show. Circus 
Town will host the Mega Dome 
with two different shows per¬ 
forming throughout the day: 
Zippos Circus - The Perfect 
Gift and Cirque Berserk - 
Adrenaline. Zippos Circus - 
The Perfect Gift is ideal for 
families with younger children 
starring; jugglers, the wheel of 
death, jaw-dropping acrobats, 
aerialists on a cloud swing and 
silks and The Ringmaster. For 
the evening crowd we have 
Cirque Berserk - Adrenaline 
starring the world’s most dan¬ 
gerous circus act, the legendary 
Globe of Terror with, for the 
first time in the UK, five motor¬ 
bikes riding at high speed in a 
steel globe who will be joined 
by a troupe of over thirty jug¬ 
glers, acrobats, aerialists, 
dancers, musicians and death- 
defying stunt men in London’s 
most awesome Thrill Circus. 


Here’s how to enter our competition 


LONDON'S spectacular Christmas destination, 
Hyde Park Winter Wonderland, returns from 
November 20 for six weeks of winter cheer. 

With free admission there will be even more 
entertainment than before. A huge hit with the 
royals and the celebrity crowd, Cara 
Delevingne, Kate Moss, One Direction, Elle 
Macpherson, Damien Lewis and Penelope Cruz 
have all been spotted enjoying the festive 
atmosphere. 

The London Weekly News has secured a 
family ticket to the event, where you can 
experience the ultimate Christmas day out. The 
prize includes tickets to the spectacular 
Magical Ice Kingdom - a breathtaking snow 
and ice experience, a skate around the Ski 
Zillertal Ice Rink, a ride on the iconic Giant 
Observation Wheel finished off with a 
spectacular show from Zippos Circus in the 
Mega Dome. For more information on the 


attraction, visit the website 
www. hydeparkwinterwonderland. com 

■ For your chance to win a pair of tickets 
simply send an email with WINTER 
WONDERLAND COMPETITION as the subject 
line, along with your name, age and address to: 
competitions@londonweeklynews.co.uk to reach 
us by November 16 2016 

Terms and conditions 

■ Family tickets are for two adults and two 
children 

■ Tickets must be used between November 20, 
2015 and January 3,2016 (closed on Christmas 
Day) 

■ Tickets cannot be exchanged 

■ Tickets are subject to availability 

■ Session times must be stipulated for ice 
skating and Zippos Circus. 
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Charles is 
impatient 
to change 

the world, 
not take 
the throne 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


WHEN, at the age of nine, he was 
made the Prince of Wales by his 
mother The Queen, Prince Charles 
might not have easily imagined that he 


would celebrate his 67th birthday 
sharing sausages with 500 Australians 
at a barbecue on a beach in Perth. 

But that’s where he will find himself on 
Thursday, at a party in pine gardens at a 
beachside civic centre; surrounded by hand¬ 
picked guests from the emergency services, 
looking out over the Indian Ocean and 
dining on what the organisers promise 

TURN TO PAGE 2 
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■ LONDON REMEMBERS: Thousands of proud 
Londoners paid their respects on Sunday to those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice in global conflicts. 

The Queen, with Prince Philip, Princess Anne, Prince 
Andrew, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and 
Prince Harry, led tributes at the Cenotaph while many 
other Londoners stood in silence at services across the 
capital. REPORT, PICTURES - Pages 6,7,8 & 9 
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Throne can wait, environment matters most to Charles 


Prince knows that 
campaigning must 
stop when he’s king 


FROM PAGE 13 

will be “the very best of West 
Australian produce”. 

It’s not really what one has in 
mind when you’re told as a child 
that you must look forward to 
being king. But then at the time 
he probably did not imagine ei¬ 
ther that by the time he becomes 
king he will be the oldest man 
ever to have done so - the current 
holder of that record is William 
IV, who was aged 64 when he 
was crowned in 1830. 

As recent years have passed 
by, each failing to bring him the 
crown, it’s barely surprising that 
commentators have frequently 
made the conjecture that Charles, 
the king-in-waiting, is impatient 
and frustrated by the long wait. 

But the actual truth is that it is 
quite probably the last thing he 
wants, nor the planet needs. 

For besides losing his beloved 
mother, which no son wants, the 
moment that he becomes King 
Charles III he is finished as the 
environment’s most influential 
voice. 


And that’s when his real frus¬ 
tration will start, because by be¬ 
coming king, Charles will lose 
his power. 

Clearly, as head of State, he 
will be appointed with all manner 
of responsibilities and authority, 
but he will lose the power to get 
things done. Because, as sover¬ 
eign, Charles will have to bite his 
lip, stop writing “black spider” 
letters and intervening for the 
greater good as he does now. 

As monarch, he will be re¬ 
stricted by the same rules and tra¬ 
ditions which prevent The Queen 
from “speaking out” now. The 
position dictates that the sover¬ 
eign cannot be a campaigner, 
favouring one way over another, 
urging this or that course of ac¬ 
tion and Charles the fervent, pas¬ 
sionate activist will be gagged. 

Which possibly explains why 
Charles is becoming increasingly 
active now. Although nobody ex¬ 
pects Her Majesty, inheriting the 
strong genes of the late Queen 
Mother, to leave the throne or 
this mortal coil for another 
decade, time is passing and as it 


runs out for Charles the cam¬ 
paigner he is becoming more 
vocal, especially on the matter of 
the environment. 

An analysis of important 
speeches that Prince Charles has 
made this year show that he is 
clearly speaking out on his key 
passion for the environment 
while he still can. 

In May, he lectured at the Lon¬ 
don Business School and put 
right any eco-doubters by warn¬ 
ing of “catastrophe” and calling 
them “short-sighted”, words you 
would never hear The Queen use. 

“In 50 years’ time, our chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren will be 
facing a radically different world. 
The warning signs are already 
here for all to see,” he said. 

“Whilst we live in a time of 
great wealth and opportunity for 
many, it is also a time dogged by 
increasing turbulence and a 
rather terrifying combination of 
risks - persistent poverty and a 
population of seven billion that is 
still rising unsustainably fast; the 
depletion and over-consumption 
of finite natural resources; and 
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■ GLOBAL VISION: Charles is a passionate environmentalist. 


the very real and accumulating 
risk of catastrophic climate 
change. 

“I know only too well that 
there are siren voices on all 
sides telling us that this is all 
total rubbish, dreamt up by half- 
baked environmentalists bent 
on destroying capitalism as we 
know it, but it must surely be 
the case that, in the future, suc¬ 
cessful organizations will actu¬ 
ally be those which, according 
to best risk-management prac¬ 
tice, have redefined their busi¬ 
ness models to try and adapt to 
this very different world 

“I know that for many fi¬ 
nance professionals, ‘sustain¬ 
ability’ is a term that 
immediately suggests the kinds 
of measures that frustrate robust 
decision-making and the maxi¬ 
mization of profits. Far too 
often sustainability is seen as a 
“nice-to-have”, with no require¬ 
ment for a seat at the board- 
room table. This really is, I 
would have thought, a very 
short-sighted and outdated 
view!” 

In July, at the Royal Agricul¬ 
tural University in Cirencester, 
he addressed young farmers on 
the same theme. 

“You, ladies and gentlemen, 
will very soon be acting as cus¬ 
todians, or stewards, of a pre¬ 
cious natural asset on which all 
of humanity depends and taking 
decisions in your daily lives that 
will have long-term conse¬ 
quences,” he said. 

“Now I know only too well 
that you will be faced by end¬ 
less financial and economic 
pressures pulling you in the op¬ 
posite direction, but if I could 




just ask one thing of you, it 
would be that amidst all the ex¬ 
citement of starting your new 
jobs you make time to look 
around you and try to under¬ 
stand the bigger picture. 

“What has happened in the 
past to shape the land the way it 
is? Are you looking at a healthy, 
diverse and resilient ecosys¬ 
tem? And is the balance right 
between short-term production 
and long-term health and sus¬ 
tainability? 

“I know those may not be the 
most obvious things to ask as 
you start to find your way 
around, but they might well be 
among the most important, at 
the end of the day.” 

In July again, speaking at the 
University of Cambridge, 
Charles pressed his sustainabil¬ 
ity points again, and in doing so 
took a small swipe at critics 
who have mocked his years of 
campaigning. 

“The need to join up dis¬ 
parate efforts on finance, sus¬ 
tainable development, climate 
change and a whole range of re¬ 
lated challenges has been ap¬ 
parent for decades. But the 
irresistible power of ‘business 
as usual’ has so far defeated 
every attempt to ‘rewire’ our 
economic system in ways that 
will deliver what we so urgently 
need,” he said. 

“Yet if we are to limit climate 
change, conserve resources and 
keep ecosystems functioning, 
while at the same time improv¬ 
ing the health and wellbeing of 
billions of people - including 
the several billion who are pro¬ 
jected to be added to our popu¬ 
lation later this century - then 


we will need to see profound 
changes. 

“That is why 2015 is just the 
start of a longer and deeper 
process, and why 2016 will see 
the start of the really hard 
work.” 

He added: “Yet - however 
slowly - things are changing. I 
am old enough to remember 
The Guardian newspaper think¬ 
ing it was hilarious when I man¬ 
aged to encourage the 
installation of one of the coun¬ 
try’s first bottle banks, which 
they described as a ‘strange en¬ 
gine’ , at Buckingham Palace 25 
years ago.” 

Last month, at a meeting on 
climate change at Lancaster 
House, Prince Charles reiter¬ 
ated his plea again, ahead of 
this month’s United Nations cli¬ 
mate change conference - at 
which he, significantly, will be 
a keynote speaker. 

He said: “The policy and 
governance drive to reduce de¬ 
forestation can come only from 
forest countries, with the bene¬ 
fits being of almost incalculable 
value, both locally and globally. 
As forest nations increasingly 
show the way through ambi¬ 
tious commitments, these must 
be mirrored by greater long 
term support from donor coun¬ 
tries and agencies. 

“Companies really will need 
to accelerate their admirable ef¬ 
forts to re-engineer supply 
chains in support of smallhold¬ 
ers, to adopt sustainable agri¬ 
cultural practices and, of 
course, to meet their zero defor¬ 
estation pledges if we are to 
have any conceivable chance of 
keeping to a two degree world. 

“We can’t possibly allow it to 
become four degrees as climate 
scientists have warned, that’s 
seven degrees Fahrenheit, a big 
increase which will be impossi¬ 
ble, I think, to adapt to. And all 
of this will have to be comple¬ 
mented by those organisations 
working with local communi¬ 
ties. 

“Everything needs to be 
brought together into one co¬ 
herent narrative, a comprehen¬ 
sive programme that includes 
governments, the private sector 
and civil society. My only hope 
is that today’s meeting is a con¬ 
tribution to this essential 
process. 

“I can only conclude, ladies 
and gentlemen, by praying that 
you will have a fruitful and 
stimulating meeting - billions 
of people and, indeed, what is 
left of the rest of a rapidly di¬ 
minishing creation, depends 
upon whether this time, real, 
concerted action - and not just 
words, can be taken.” 

It is near impossible to imag¬ 
ine The Queen lecturing Minis¬ 
ters, businessmen, students and 
farmers on the need for them to 
take action on the environment, 
let alone telling them that she 
“prays” that they do. 

And when he is king, the re¬ 
strictions of office will mean 
that Charles is not allowed to ei¬ 
ther - which means that a great 
voice for global good will be 
lost. 

Which is why that, for the 
sake of the planet and the fear 
of losing their most influential 
campaigner, environmentalists 
are hoping that Charles has at 
least another 10 years of non¬ 
kingship ahead of him yet. 
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Queen's wardrobe to go on show in 90th birthday year 


ROYAL LONDON 


Clothes that 
fashioned a 
global image 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


THERE is only one photo¬ 
graph known to be in exis¬ 
tence of The Queen wearing 
flared denims. It was taken 
in a personal moment on a 
beach in the early 1970s 
and, in the parlance of the 
time, Her Majesty still looks 
groovy. 

The holiday snap captures The 
Queen posing happily on an off- 
duty day during a tour of the 
Western Isles on her beloved ship 
Britannia. 

When the photograph surfaced 
in 2008 The Daily Telegraph’s 
fashion director Hilary Alexander 
wrote: “Out of the millions of im¬ 
ages that have been taken of The 
Queen in more than eight 
decades, this must surely be one 
of the happiest and most natural.” 

Hilary added: “True, there are 
no hippie beads, platform wed¬ 
gies or a flower-power kaftan. As 
always, the Queen does it, as she 
always has, her way; accessoris¬ 
ing her, then, up-to-the-minute 
flares with classic white plim¬ 


solls, an Oriental-printed jacket 
and a sunhat, tied with what 
looks like one of her signature 
Hermes silk squares.” 

Sadly, the photograph is not 
for public view as it was bought 
for a substantial sum at an auc¬ 
tion by a private collector. But no 
matter, as much of the rest of the 
decades of The Queen’s fabulous 
wardrobe is to go on display next 
year in exhibitions to mark Her 
Majesty’s 90th birthday. 

Three special exhibitions, 
Fashioning a Reign: 90 Years of 
Style from The Queen s 
Wardrobe , will be staged across 
each of The Queen’s official res¬ 
idences during 2016. 

Constituting the largest display 
of The Queen’s dress ever 
mounted, they will open at the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse in Ed¬ 
inburgh for Her Majesty’s birth¬ 
day on April 21, at the summer 
opening of the State Rooms at 
Buckingham Palace in August 
and at Windsor Castle in Septem¬ 
ber. 

“Through the three separate 
but closely linked exhibitions, 
Fashioning a Reign will chart 
significant events in The Queen’s 
life and the nation’s history 


through an unprecedented collec¬ 
tion of dress, jewellery and ac¬ 
cessories designed for these 
occasions, from childhood to the 
present day,” says a spokesman 
for The Royal Collection Tmst. 

“The Queen’s support of 
British couture and millinery will 
be highlighted through important 
pieces created for a world stage 
by renowned designers, includ¬ 
ing Sir Norman Hartnell, Sir 
Hardy Amies and Ian Thomas. 

“More than 150 outfits will be 
shown throughout the three resi¬ 
dences, and the content of each 
exhibition has been selected to 
have particular association with 
the location.” 

At Buckingham Palace, the 
setting for many memorable 
State and family occasions dur¬ 
ing The Queen’s life and reign, 
the exhibition will present the 
fashions of ten decades, from the 
1920s to the 2010s. 

“It will show the unique re¬ 
quirements of royal couture, from 
ceremonial and military attire to 
ensembles worn at family cele¬ 
brations, such as weddings and 
christenings. Early childhood, 
The Queen and The Duke of Ed¬ 
inburgh’s wedding, the Corona¬ 
tion, and wardrobes created for 
royal tours and State Visits will 
all be represented,” said the 
spokesman. 

“Exploring the same themes 
on a smaller scale, at the Palace 
of Holyroodhouse the use of tar¬ 
tan in royal dress will be high¬ 
lighted, while at Windsor Castle 
magnificent evening gowns and 
elegant day ensembles worn at 
official events will be contrasted 
with fancy-dress costumes worn 
by the young Princess Elizabeth 


WHERE TO SEE A ROYAL THIS WEEK 


FULL details of future and 
recent events in the ever- 
busy diaries of the many 
members of The Royal Family 
are available from the official 
website www.royal.gov.uk 
but here's the London 
schedule for the week ahead 
for Where To See A Royal. 

November 10 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Honorary Fellow, the Institute 
of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining, will open the Institute's 
new premises at 297 Euston 
Road. 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Grand Master, Order of the 
British Empire, will attend 
Evensong for members of the 
Order, at St. Paul's Cathedral. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 
President, World Horse Wel¬ 
fare, will attend the Annual 
Conference at the Royal Geo¬ 
graphical Society, Kensington 
Gore. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester 

will attend a reception for 
Brazilian Health Ministers at 
Tower Bridge. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Pa¬ 
tron, Opportunity International 
United Kingdom, will hold a 
dinner at Buckingham Palace. 

November 11 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Colonel, Grenadier Guards, 
will chair the Regimental 
Council Meeting at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

■ The Earl of Wessex, as 

Trustee, The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh’s International Award 



Foundation, will hold a World 
Fellowship lunch at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 

Renter Warden, the Fishmon¬ 
gers’ Company, will attend a 
Livery Dinner at the Fishmon¬ 
gers’ Hall, London Bridge. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 

Commodore, Royal Ulster 
Yacht Club, will attend a lunch 
at the Royal Thames Yacht 
Club, Knightsbridge. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 

Patron, Heritage of London 
Trust, will attend a dinner at 
Spencer House, St James’s 
Place. 

■ The Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter, as Royal Patron, The Pro¬ 
gressive Supranuclear Palsy 
Association, will attend a re¬ 
ception at the Institute of Neu¬ 
rology, University College 
London. 

■ The Duke of Kent, as Pa¬ 
tron, will attend the Restore 
concert at the 20th Century 
Theatre, Westboume Grove. 


November 12 

■ The Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh will give a re¬ 
ception for winners of the 2015 
Civil Service Awards at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 


Freeman and Liveryman, the 
Worshipful Company of Fish¬ 
mongers, will attend a lunch at 
Fishmongers’ Hall, London 
Bridge. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 

Royal Patron, WISE, will at¬ 
tend an awards ceremony, 
Grange St. Paul's Hotel, Godli- 
man Street. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 

Renter Warden, the Fishmon¬ 
gers’ Company, will attend a 
Committee of Wardens Meet¬ 
ing, a General Court Meeting 
and lunch at the Fishmongers' 
Hall, London Bridge. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Pa¬ 
tron, Royal National Children's 
Foundation, will attend the An¬ 
nual Conference at Church 
House, Deans Yard. 

November 16 

■ Princess Alexandra will at¬ 
tend a dinner in honour of Saint 
Margaret of Scotland given by 
the Hungarian Ambassador at 
the Caledonian Club, Halkin 
Street. 

November 17 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh 

will open a conference of the 
Alliance of Religions and Con¬ 
servation at Lambeth Palace. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 

Colonel in Chief, Royal Army 
Medical Corps, will attend a 
Reception at Barber-Surgeons' 
Hall, Monkwell Square. 

■ Princess Alexandra, as 
President, Royal Humane Soci¬ 
ety, will attend the Stanhope 
Gold Medal lunch at Fishmon¬ 
gers Hall, London Bridge. 


for wartime family pantomimes at 
the Castle.” 

The exhibition is bound to be 
one of London’s big draws of the 
summer, not only for visitors but 
for fashion designers too, as it cel¬ 
ebrates the best part of a century of 
glamour and style from one of the 
world’s first ladies of fashion. 

“Any exhibition of Her 
Majesty’s clothes is always an eye- 
opener as you notice the quality 
and richness of colour of the heavy 
satins, the exquisite beading and, 
somewhat amazingly, how very 
tiny her waist was in the earlier 
years of her reign,” says designer 
Pauline Weston Thomas, owner of 
the fashion blog fashion-era.com. 

“The Queen’s wardrobe repre¬ 
sents a working wardrobe designed 


for maximum visibility. For half a 
century her clothes have been used 
as an expression of diplomatic ges¬ 
ture; if she is in Japan there must 
be a recognition of the emblematic 
cherry blossom, or if in Canada 
there must be acknowledgement of 
maple leaves. 

“Emblematic flora and fauna of 
a host country or special guest 
wherever she may be, is delicately 
hinted at somewhere in the gown, 
the fabric print or trimmings. 

“Her Majesty knows her flag 
colours well too. She shows the 
greatest diplomatic touches in 
often honouring other countries by 
wearing those same flag colours in 
her clothes. Her wardrobe is in¬ 
variably dictated by such diplo¬ 
matic gestures to other countries. 


This has resulted in the making of 
some truly fabulous strongly 
coloured gowns over the years. 

“There is also a need for neutral 
toned gowns as they are a perfect 
foil for gaudy sashes and other re¬ 
galia. These satin dresses left and 
embroidered with gold, diamante 
and pearls by Norman Hartnell, are 
good foils for strongly clashing 
garter sashes and her evening and 
state gowns have often been works 
of art, with sumptuous embroidery 
and fine embellishments. 

“Many of The Queen’s dresses 
have been simply stunning, adding 
not celebrity bling, but just a touch 
of tastefully acceptable glamour 
for a woman who is not an actress, 
yet finds herself constantly in the 
public eye.” 


SHOP LOCAL FORA CHANCE TO WIN FABULOUS PRIZES! 


CHRISTMAS 


SHOPPING 

PASSPORT 


Collect stickers when you spend 
money at the 12 market stalls 
and 11 local shops listed here. 

Entries submitted by 4pm on Friday 4 
December will be eligible for an extra 
chance to win one of five £20 shopping 
vouchers on Small Business Saturday UK, 

5 December 2015 at a prize draw at 11 am 
in Tavistock Square W11. 

All entries submitted by 5pm 24 December 
will be eligible to win one of 5 main prize 
packages (worth at least £100 each) 
donated by the participating businesses. 
Main prize winners will be notified by 
email on 9 January 2015. 

Visit these market stalls and local shops 
to collect stickers: 



Golborne Deli 

100 Golborne RoadW10 5PS 

Ola's Apron 

Penny Market Afro-continental 
food stall 

A Piece of History Vintage 

china & home decor stall 

Brocant 

vintage interiors stall 

Fra nksty list 

vintage fashion stall 

Goldsmith Vintage 

253 Portobello Road W11 1LR 

Steve Ullathorne Photography 

photographic art stall 

The Chinese Tea Company 

281 Portobello Road, unit 14 


Danaqa 

281 Portobello Road, unit 23 

Nottii Hill Salon 

281 Portobello Road, unit 19 

Sapelle 

281 Portobello Road, unit 7 

Unora 

281 Portobello Road, unit 23 

Van der Brit 

Portobello Green, vintage 
fashion stall (Friday) 

Jamon Jamon 

paella stall 

The Spice Shop 

1 Blenheim Crescent W11 2EE 

London International Silver Co 

antiques stall (Saturday) 


London Tree House toy shop 

146 Portobello RoadWII 2DZ 

La Cave a Fromage 

148-150 Portobello Road 
W112DZ 

Portobello Cutlery 

antiques stall (Saturday) 

Simone Salandini 

jewellery stall 
(Friday & Saturday) 

Cameras London 

antiques stall (most days) 

Vintabellas 

antique china stall (Friday & 
Saturday) 

Book & Kitchen 

31 All Saints RoadWII 1 HE 


Use the map above to find your favourite participating shops and traders. The colour of each 
business corresponds to the colour on the map. Don't forget to get a sticker for every £5 you 
spend (limited to 2 stickers per business). 


For full details please see www.rbkc.gov.uk 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Campaigning superstar deserves Westminster role 


I T’S a little bit funny that 
you have to go to either 
Norwich or to that not- 
exactly-central address of 
London HA6 to find a 
plaque commemorating the 
greatness of Sir Elton John. 

One might have thought that 
by now there would be some 
sort of statue of him in one of 
the parks, or at the very least in 
Denmark Street, where Britain’s 
most successful solo artist 
began as a tea boy for the music 
publishers Mills Music and 
where many a website wrongly 
claims that he wrote Your Song 
on the roof. 

But no, if you want to dis¬ 
cover how Britain currently best 
salutes a hero you must trek up 
to the not-entirely-legendary 
Orford Cellar in Red Lion 
Street, Norwich, where he once 
performed in the early 1960s, or 
else catch the Metropolitan line 
out to Northwood Hills, where 
in its Namaste Lounge the local 
pub of the same name bears a 
plaque commemorating the spot 
where 15-year-old Reg Dwight 
played in 1962. 

Visitors to London may think 
it somewhat odd that the capital 
is so disdainful about celebrat¬ 
ing its actual greats like this. 
They may, for instance, point 
out that as there is a blue plaque 
in Putney to Fred Russell, the 
father of modern ventriloquism 
that no schoolboy has ever 
heard of, and another in Balham 
to the no-less-unknown music 
hall comedian Gus Elen, that 
there might well be one marking 
Elton too. 

English Heritage, which is in 
charge of selecting all of the 12 
blue plaques it erects in London 
every year, will of course argue 
that it’s in their rules that such a 
plaque can only be awarded to a 
person who has been 20 years 
dead. Some of us believe that as 
the blue plaques mark their 
150th anniversary of being next 
year, it is perhaps about time 
that they changed their archaic 
rules and dropped the deceased 
condition, but there’s of course 
scant chance of any conserva¬ 
tionists doing that. 

So at the risk of dying of ex¬ 
haustion from arguing that with 
the staunch traditionalists of 
English Heritage, let’s drop that 
idea and look at the other obvi¬ 
ous option facing the authorities 
about what to do about Elton - 
a seat in the House of Lords. 

No Government has put a 
musician in the Lords for the 
best part of 20 years since Lord 
Lloyd-Webber was given a 
peerage. One might ask why 
not? One might wonder, given 
recent governments’ liking for 
making lords of a bra-maker, a 
night club owner and a football 
club boss, let alone a journalist, 
that choosing someone who 
could authoritatively represent 
an industry that contributes £3.5 
billion to the economy, employs 
101,000 people and which dom¬ 
inates national and international 
culture might be a sound idea. 

It is no big secret in the music 
business that one particular 
British star of it is gagging to be 
made a peer; he’s desperate to 
become a Lord and if he got it 
he’d be on his feet in the Second 
Chamber all day. It’s not Elton. 
But if pop peers are to be made, 




Why Mr 
Cameron 
must bow 
to peer 
pressure 
and put 
Elton in 
the House 
of Lords 


Geoff Baker makes the case for 
elevating tireless Aids crusader 
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and it is a suggestion that is not 
unfamiliar to the mandarins of 
Whitehall, then it should be 
Elton, and for a second good 
reason which is close to David 
Cameron’s thinking, HIV and 
AIDS. 

Whilst some of his party still 
live in a cave in the Dark Ages 
about it, the Prime Minister has 
tried to lead new thinking on 
HIV. In 2012 he joined the 
World Aids Day campaign and 
urged action and more attention 
to the illness. 

“First and foremost, World 
Aids Day has got to be a spur to 
take action, as there are still far 
too many people who aren’t ed¬ 
ucated about HIV and AIDS and 
who don’t get tested,” he said. 

“People need to know that, 
diagnosed early, the outlook for 
most people with HIV in the UK 
today is a good one, thanks to 
the availability of effective 
treatment and the excellent care 
provided by the NHS. And 
above all, people need to know 
that it’s never been quicker or 
simpler to get tested.” 

Earlier this year, Mr Cameron 
was asked about support for 
PrEP, the drug that can be taken 
before sex to reduce the risk of 
getting HIV, and whether it 
should be made available on the 
NHS. 

He said: “I think it’s fantastic 
that over the course of the last 
30 years, AIDS has gone from 
being a very serious and fatal 
disease to one that can be 
treated - and is now on the cusp 
of being one that can be pre¬ 


vented. Too many people have 
lost loved ones and seen friends 
and families suffer from AIDS, 
so it’s right that we look very 
carefully at PrEP. However, de¬ 
cisions on individual drug avail¬ 
ability are made by the 
independent National Institute 
for Health and Care Excellence 
and not politicians - so it’d be 
inappropriate of me to prejudge 
their decision.” 

Of course it would not be in¬ 
appropriate at all, he’s the Prime 
Minister, nothing that affects the 
health of the nation is inappro¬ 
priate for the nation’s leader. 
But his dodging the issue high¬ 
lights the need for a powerful 
voice in Westminster on HIV 
and Aids, an experienced voice 
that would generate important 
publicity for the issues involved. 

HIV needs a voice in the 
Lords - and there is nobody 
more qualified than the creator 
of the Elton John AIDS Founda¬ 
tion, which has to date raised 
more than £150 million to fund 
programmes for its prevention. 

HIV needs the voice because, 
as Elton says, there is still much 
to be done. There are more than 
100,000 people in the UK living 
with HIV. In 2013 there were 
530 HIV-related deaths and 
6,800 new infections. 

The AIDS charity Avert says: 
“Evidence suggests that levels 
of HIV knowledge among the 
public have declined, largely 
due to a lack of public aware¬ 
ness campaigns and no HIV ed¬ 
ucation in schools.” 

No wonder then, that as Elton 


the music man gives his first 
performance on The Royal Va¬ 
riety Performance this week, 
with his other hat on he says 
“but we have so much work left 
to do”. 

In an interview with Bill¬ 
board last month, he spelled it 
out. 

“When it first appeared in the 
1980s, AIDS was seen as a ‘gay 
disease’. Tens of thousands of 
gay men were dying and it 
seemed like no one cared. Peo¬ 
ple who contracted HIV/AIDS 
were shunned by their own fam¬ 
ilies, turned away from medical 
providers and treated like they 
weren’t even human. 

“Dozens and dozens of my 
close friends and many col¬ 
leagues in the music industry 
became HIV positive. They suf¬ 
fered and died, and it was the 
most horrible feeling, losing 
loved ones. 

“It might be hard to believe 
in 2015, but not long ago, AIDS 
was the biggest public health 
crisis in the world. By 1992, 
AIDS was the number one 
cause of death for men aged 25 
to 44 in the United States. Tens 
of millions of people died 
around the world. 

“But today, thanks entirely to 
the hard work of activists, 
HIV/AIDS is no longer a death 
sentence. Instead, it is a man¬ 
ageable chronic illness. We 
know how to prevent it. We 
know how to treat it. And some 
day, we may learn how to cure 
it. 

“In the meantime, in very 



many countries, new infections 
have stabilised. Millions of peo¬ 
ple have access to life-saving 
treatments. And health experts 
believe we can create an AIDS- 
free generation and, one day, an 
AIDS-free world. 

“But we have so much work 
left to do. There are too many 
people who lack access to criti¬ 
cal treatment and prevention 
programmes. There is still a 
dangerous lack of compassion 
for those living with HIV and 
those at risk of contracting it. As 
a result, there is a lack of social 
services and sexual health edu¬ 
cation, especially in minority, 
rural and gay communities. 

“But despite all these chal¬ 
lenges, I truly believe that we 
have the power to achieve an 
AIDS-free generation, because 
I’ve seen with my own eyes the 
incredible progress we’ve made 
during the past three decades. I 
never thought we’d get this far, 
this close to ending the epi¬ 
demic. And my greatest hope is 
to live to see the day when we 
win the fight once and for all. 

“I look back over the past 
three decades, and I vividly re¬ 
call the pain, the suffering and 
the loss. It is unimaginable. It is 
unforgettable. But I also feel 
more hope and confidence and 
excitement than ever before, be¬ 
cause we all have the power to 
make a difference - each and 
every one of us. 


“We’ve seen it time and 
again. All that’s required is for 
enough people to stand up, join 
hands and fight for what they 
believe in.” 

Good, reasoned, powerful 
stuff, and the sort of stuff that we 
should be reading in Hansard. 

Meanwhile, the scallywags 
among us are also hoping that 
Elton will stand up and fight for 
what he also believes in on the 
comparatively-trivial matter of 
some of the other guests at this 
week’s Royal Variety Perform¬ 
ance. 

As the plaques in Norwich 
and Northwood Hills commem¬ 
orate, the Great Londoner who 
has sold more than 300 million 
records, including 33 million of 
his Princess Diana tribute Can¬ 
dle In The Wind 1997, did not do 
so by getting the lucky break of 
winning the phone votes of 
viewers of a television ‘talent’ 
show. 

Instead, he put in the work, 
slogging around pubs and small 
clubs in his teens and, in a the¬ 
atre not so far from the Albert 
Hall where the Royal Variety 
bash will be held, was once 
pelted with spark plugs, nuts and 
bolts by bikers who had come to 
hear Little Richard and who 
demonstrably were not inter¬ 
ested in the support act of the 
spectacled piano player’s band. 

It is not clear whether Jules 
O’Dwyer and Matisse 
have ever been pelted with 
spark plugs but perhaps 
Elton may lob a few from 
the wings on Friday as the 
Royal Variety Performance 
goes to the dogs for the sec¬ 
ond time in three years and 
follows 2012’s inclusion of 
Ashleigh and Pudsey, some 
sort of canine Come Danc¬ 
ing, with another animal act. 

Since 2007, the Royal Va¬ 
riety Performance has fea¬ 
tured an act selected by the 
phone vote of viewers of 
Britain’s Got Talent. Ah, Elton’s 
favourite; not. 

Elton, who admirably made a 
case for young musicians put¬ 
ting in the graft - like Ed 
Sheeran did - by denouncing re¬ 
ality shows for “killing talent”, 
saying that appearing on The X 
Factor was going on “a road to 
ruin” and adding that he would 
rather have part of his anatomy 
“bitten off by an Alsatian than 
watch The X Factor ”, has also 
been none too complimentary 
about Britain’s Got Talent, de¬ 
scribing it in terms that family 
newspapers cannot quote. 

It will be compulsive for 
those with tickets to watch in 
case Elton repeats his view on 
the important contribution of 
performing dogs to the best of 
British entertainment when he 
headlines over One Direction, 
Kylie Minogue, Jeff Lynne’s 
ELO, Ricky Martin, Beverley 
Knight, Brandon Flowers and 
The Corrs at the royal show. 

And as this year’s Royal Va¬ 
riety Performance will be in the 
presence of Prince Harry, it will 
also be interesting to see 
whether Elton decides to play 
the song that he gave to the 
memory of that other great HIV 
campaigner, Harry’s mother. 

■ The Royal Variety 
Performance, The Royal Albert 
Hall, Friday 
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Police count cost of 
protecting capital 


SIX police horses were injured by 
angry protestors during the Million 
Mask March in London last week - in¬ 
cluding one which was hit in the eye 
with a stick and another which was 
glassed in the leg. 

Four police officers were also in¬ 
jured by the marchers, of whom 50 
were arrested after 2,000 officers con¬ 
tained the crowd to keep them from the 
gates of Buckingham Palace and 
Downing Street. 

The most-seriously injured officer 



INJURED ON DUTY: Police horses 
Embassy, top, and Illustrious. 

suffered a fractured wrist when he was 
thrown from his horse, Embassy, after 
the mob attacked them with fireworks 
outside the Palace. 

Embassy sustained injuries to his 


side, his rear fetlock and his front leg. 

A Met spokesman said: “Other 
horses were hurt too. Quartz sustained 
an injury, believed to be caused by 
glass, to his hind leg, Qwerty sustained 
an injury to his hind quarters, Heather 
had a cut to her fetlock on her hind leg, 
Illustrious was injured in the eye, be¬ 
lieved caused by a stick, and Quixote 
suffered injuries to his front legs.” 

The officers were praised by their 
Chief, Met Commissioner Sir Bernard 
Hogan-Howe, who said: “This was a 
really busy week, even by the stan¬ 
dards of the Met, and my officers have 
worked very hard in the face of some 
incredibly challenging and even violent 
circumstances. 

“Last Saturday night, we mobilised 
300 officers from across London to 
deal with an unlicensed music event in 
Lambeth - the responding officers 
were faced with immediate hostility 
and violence. I’d like to thank the local 
residents who came out to support my 
officers. 

“Throughout the week we have po¬ 
liced a number of peaceful protests, 
something we have a proud tradition of 
doing, many of which pass by without 
notice. 

“And of course on Thursday night, 
my officers were well and truly in the 
front line. Fortunately, the four injured 
officers are doing OK. 

“Injured officers, injured horses and 
50 arrests are not peaceful protest. The 
event tied up nearly 2,000 officers - 
who in the main came from our bor¬ 
oughs. I’m really proud of everything 
my officers have done this week.” 




Win show tickets 


THE London Weekly News has 
teamed up with The Ideal Home 
Show at Christmas and is giving away 
five sets of tickets to the biggest 
Christmas exhibition in the UK. 

The Ideal Home Show at 
Christmas - which takes place at 
Olympia in London - is sponsored by 
Gocompare.com and will be open 
from November 25 to 29 to provide 
everything you could possibly need 
in the run-up to the festive season, 
from over 600 exhibitors showcasing 
top Christmas shopping inspiration, a 
plethora of celebrity appearances 
and a Christmas bandstand hosting 
live entertainment. 

The event will be the first Ideal 
Home Show at Christmas to be 
hosted at Olympia following its 
return earlier in 2015. The famous 
venue will be transformed into a 
winter wonderland featuring 
exhibitors across seven sectors, as 
well as a host of festive favourite 
celebrities including Gino D'Acampo, 
Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen, Oily Smith 
and Katie Piper, who will be making 
her Christmas show debut. The 
experts will be on hand at the show 
offering their 



own festive hints and tips to make 
your Christmas ideal. Other 
highlights include a Christmas 
bandstand full of live entertainment 
for visitors to enjoy as they shop, a 
wide range of expert talks and advice, 
a food and drink theatre featuring 
top tips from celebrity chefs, and 
even a champagne bar. 

To win tickets to the show email 
competitions@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
with IDEAL HOME XMAS COMP as the 
subject heading along with your 
name, age, and phone number. 
Closing date for entries will be 
midnight on November 20, 2015. 
Terms and conditions apply. See 
below. To buy tickets to the event 
visit idealhomeshowchristmas. co. uk 

Term and conditions 

■ Only one entry per person 

■ Each prize consists of two tickets for The 
Ideal Home Show at Christmas at Olympia 
from November 25 to 29. 

■ There is no cash alternative to the prize 
stated, and the prizes are non-transferable. 

■ Prize consists only of the elements 
expressly detailed above; no other elements 
or expenses such as travel, car parking, meals, 
beverages or spending money are included. 
All such expenses are the sole responsibility 
of the winner plus guest. 

ter's decision is final 
I. No correspondence 
■red into. Unless 
tated the promotor is 

detailed is for that 
id not transferable, 
inal tickets you may 
yean be booked in 
nee at idealhomeshow 
i ristmas.co.uk 
Please also check your 
avel arrangements in 
dvanceas neither the 
iromoter nor the 
London Weekly News 
can be held 
responsible for any 
delays due to travel 
disruption. 


UNDER THE WESTWAY 


Extending the offer of engagement 


Angela McConville, Chief 
Executive of Westway Trust, 
offers a hand of collaboration 
with Westway 23... 

A FEW weeks ago I 
was approached by 
Westway 23 to attend 
a meeting with a number of 
people from the group to dis¬ 
cuss how the Trust’s plans 
might benefit their commu¬ 
nity members. 

For those who don’t know what 
Westway 23 is, it is a grass roots or¬ 
ganisation formed of local resi¬ 
dents, organisations, traders and 
artists with an interest in the 23 
acres of land held under the West¬ 
way. 

As with all the invitations for 
conversations with groups in the 
community, we were pleased to 


confirm our attendance and engage 
in open dialogue with a passionate 
and committed group that repre¬ 
sents a diverse spread of views. 

The meeting was on the under¬ 
standing that it would be with 
members of the group about build¬ 
ing trust, exploring ideas and pro¬ 
viding a better understanding of 
how the Trust operates - the start 
of a relationship that we could 
commit to over the long term. 
Given the spread of creativity and 
energy displayed within the group, 
we were genuinely interested in 
what opportunities the conversa¬ 
tion might bring about. 

However, last week we took the 
decision not to attend the meeting. 
The decision was taken with a 
heavy heart. 

What started as a proposed dis¬ 
crete group has become a rallying 
call for an open meeting, and we 
have been advised that the audi¬ 


ence is likely to be over 200 people 
with no clear objectives of what we 
can achieve. 

It is almost impossible to hold 
200 conversations at once. Plus, 
because of the way it’s been publi¬ 
cised we cannot guarantee that 
everyone will be from the local 
area and some may not have good 
intentions. 

Postings on Facebook and social 
media promoting the meeting to 
encourage attendance talk about 
joining a ‘resistance’ and ‘fight- 
back’ against ‘lives lost’ and makes 
a deeply offensive suggestion that 
links the Trust with ‘ethnic cleans¬ 
ing’. Such inflammatory language 
gives me little assurance that all 
those attending will have good in¬ 
tentions. 

Without any assurance that those 
attending want constructive dia¬ 
logue, it makes it very difficult for 
me to believe either party will get 


anything meaningful from the 
meeting. 

Having spoken at length on Fri¬ 
day with our new Chairman, and 
my fellow Directors here at West¬ 
way Trust, we decided that we do 
not feel comfortable proceeding 
with the meeting, as currently pro¬ 
posed. 

We saw this meeting as a valu¬ 
able opportunity to advance posi¬ 
tive dialogue and cooperation with 
Westway 23. However, we fear the 
environment will not be conducive 
to achieving this. 

Having said all that, it is really 
positive that people are engaged 
and interested and we want to har¬ 
ness that. As with the 70 or so 
other groups we work with regu¬ 
larly, working with a small group 
of leaders has proven to be the 
most productive way to progress 
things. 

We have suggested to Westway 


23 to go ahead and hold their pro¬ 
posed meeting at the Tabernacle on 
Wednesday to form their views and 
elect a small group that can repre¬ 
sent the formed majority view (or 
a small number of alternative 
propositions) to work with us into 
the future. 

We can then meet with this 
group the following week to for¬ 
malise how we can work together. 

After that, we would be open to 
a joint public meeting that would 
allow Westway Trust and Westway 
23 to jointly present proposals. 

We remain fully committed to 
working collaboratively and posi¬ 
tively Westway 23, we just believe 
the order of events might be re¬ 
vised. 

I hope that we can find an ap¬ 
proach in the next couple of weeks 
that will provide the best possible 
environment in which we can make 
genuine progress. 


THE paper serving the HEART of London 
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The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


■ CLASS ACT: Russell Norman. Below, his new book, Spuntino. 

Norman’s 
conquest of 

the kitchen 

If you fancy a bite of the Big 


T HERE is little doubt 
that restaurateur Rus¬ 
sell Norman is in the 
right career. 

A former head of drama at a 
girls’ school, for years he worked 
at restaurants on the weekend, be¬ 
fore taking the leap in the late 
nineties, eventually going on to set 
up the popular mini chain of Vene¬ 
tian-inspired Polpo eateries. 

“I gave myself a talking to one 
day and realised I was kidding my¬ 
self- if I enjoyed restaurants so 
much at the weekends, why wasn’t 
that my full-time job?” explains 
the cook, who was bom in London 
and lives with his wife and three 
children in the city. 

“It’s different from how I imag¬ 
ined it. When you work for your¬ 
self, your attitude to work changes 
completely. We currently employ 
nearly 300 people and I feel a daily 
responsibility, not just for those 
300 people but for their depen¬ 
dants, for their husbands and wives 
and children... but I absolutely 
enjoy it. I wouldn’t do it if I did¬ 
n’t.” 

Nearly 20 years on from resign¬ 
ing as a teacher, Norman is in his 
element, with a string of restau¬ 
rants - including the New York- 
style Spuntino - and a new 
cookbook to his name. 

Happy to chew the fat about 
food all day, he regularly “fills up 
notebooks” with menu inspiration, 
and jokes that for someone who 
cooks Italian food, his mastery of 
the language is limited to food vo¬ 
cabulary - rather than “asking for 
directions to the train station”. 

Clearly he feeds this enthusiasm 
into his work, where he has been 
known to hold competitions in his 
Spuntino kitchen for finding the 
longest strings of cheese in their 
macaroni cheese dish from pan to 
mouth. 

“I’m not the current holder,” 
laughs Norman, who indulged his 
love of stringy cheese on holiday 
to Tuscany where he had “strands 
of cheese that looked like tele¬ 
phone wires”. 

Hearty meals like macaroni 
cheese form the basis of his new 
book Spuntino, which celebrates 
the comforting dishes they serve 
up on a daily basis. 

“These aren’t refined flavours 
that we have on the menu at 
Spuntino,” he says. “We’re not in 
the realms of delicate ingredients 
and subtle combination; this is 
comfort food, nursery food, pure 



and simple. It’s the sort of thing 
you want to eat when you have a 
hangover or when you’re really 
hungry. It’s food that’s about cele¬ 
brating or enjoying.” 

And while his Polpo restaurants 
resemble the “backstreet wine bars 
of Venice”, Spuntino is all about 
the Big Apple. 

“I’m going to sound a bit naff 
here, but there’s a bit in Sex And 
The City, where Sarah Jessica 
Parker’s character talks about the 
additional character of the pro¬ 
gramme being the city of New 
York,” he laughs. “It’s a rather 
cheesy way of summarising it, 
but New York does have its own 
energy. It’s one of those places 
that really makes you feel good 
to be alive.” 


Apple, here is a comforting dish 
from Spuntino. 

BUTTERNUT, RAINBOW CHARD 
ANDTALEGGIO 

(Serves four) 

1 small butternut squash; small 
handful of sage leaves; 2 garlic 
cloves, finely chopped; flaky sea 
salt and black pepper; extra virgin 
olive oil; fine salt; 1 bunch of 
rainbow chard, about 200g, 
thoroughly washed; 200gTaleggio, 
thinly sliced. 

PRE-HEAT the oven to 200C/Gas 6. 
Cut the butternut in half 
lengthways, scoop out the seeds, 
then cut the flesh into small to 
medium 'chips'. Place in a large 
bowl with the sage leaves, one of 
the chopped garlic cloves, a few 



very good pinches of sea salt, a 
twist of black pepper, and two 
tablespoons of olive oil. 

Turn everything over a few times 
with your hands to coat the 
butternut thoroughly, then transfer 
to a baking tray and put the tray 
into the oven. After 10 minutes, 
turn the pieces of butternut over 
and cook for a further 10 minutes. 

Meanwhile, prepare the rainbow 
chard. Place a pan of salted water 
over a high heat and bring to the 
boil. Separate the leaves and the 
stems. Cut the stems diagonally 
into bite-sized strips. Cut the leaves 
into quarters. 

Once the water has come to the 
boil, add the stems and cook for 
one minute, then add the leaves 
and boil for a further 30 seconds. 
Remove from the water and 
squeeze out any excess liquid. Place 
into a large mixing bowl and add a 
good few glugs of olive oil, a pinch 
of salt and pepper and the 
remaining chopped garlic clove. 
Turn several times to coat the chard 
well. 

Once the butternut comes out of 
the oven, place the chard on top 
and then slices of Taleggio. Return 
to the oven for two minutes, so that 
the cheese has just started to melt. 

Carefully transfer to serving 
plates. This lovely warm salad is 
best eaten immediately. 

MAC AND CHEESE 

[Serves six) 

250g macaroni pasta; fine salt; 
250ml whole milk; 450ml double 
cream; 175g grated Parmesan; 250g 
grated mozzarella - the hard, cheap 
kind; 1 1/2tbsp Dijon mustard; 2 
leeks; 25g butter; 2 garlic cloves, 
finely chopped; flaky sea salt and 
black pepper; 75g panko 
breadcrumbs (made from bread 
without crusts); 85g grated Fontina 

BRING a large pan of water to a 
rolling boil, add the pasta and some 
fine salt, and stir. When the water 
boils again, turn down to a medium 
heat and follow the instructions on 
the packet, usually simmering for 
around 11 minutes. Drain when al 
dente. 

Once cooled, transfer the drained 
pasta to a large mixing bowl and 
add the milk, the double cream, 
125g of the Parmesan, half of the 
mozzarella and the Dijon mustard. 
Mix together thoroughly and leave 
to soak for two hours. 

Meanwhile, trim the leeks by 
removing and discarding the green 
tops and the roots, and finely chop. 
Wash the chopped leeks 
thoroughly to get rid of any grit. 
Place a medium pan over a low 
heat, melt the butter and very 
gently sweat the leeks with the 
garlic, four large pinches of flaky 
sea salt and a good pinch of black 
pepper. 

After about 10 minutes, the leeks 
will have a translucent, glossy 
appearance. Take off the heat and 
leave to cool. Once the leeks have 
cooled, drain off any lingering fluid 
and add them to the soaking pasta. 

Mix the breadcrumbs with the 
remaining Parmesan and set aside. 

Preheat the oven to 200C/Gas 6. 
Add the grated Fontina and the 
remaining mozzarella to the pasta 
dish and combine well. 

Transfer the mix to a large baking 
dish or six individual dishes and 
cover with the breadcrumb and 
Parmesan mix. 

Bake in the preheated oven 'til 
golden brown and bubbling, for 25 
minutes if using one large dish, or 
15-20 minutes if using individual 
dishes. 



MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE 
WEEK 


Game 

sausage roll 

Serves six to eight 

T HIS is great for picnics, or to take to a shoot 
or fishing trip, served with a jelly like 
rowan, quince or redcurrant. 

You could even serve it as a main course at a 
dinner party, with maybe some curly kale and a 
red wine sauce. 

Butchers often sell bits and bobs of game meat 
for pies and things - and mixed with some pork 
belly they make rather a good sausage roll. 

Ingredients 

250g coarsely minced game meat 

250g coarsely minced pork belly 

ltbsp chopped thyme leaves 

3-4tbsp chopped parsley 

Salt and freshly ground white pepper 

150-200g butter puff pastry, rolled to about 1/3 

cm thick 

1 small egg, beaten 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 200C/gas mark 6. Mix the 
game, pork, thyme and parsley together and sea¬ 
son well. 

Stretch some cling film on your work surface 
and put the mixture in the middle, in a rough large 
sausage shape. Roll the cling film around it and 
twist the ends in opposite directions, so the meat 
forms an even cylinder about 6-8cm diameter. 

Lay the puff pastry on the work surface, then 
carefully turn out the meat on the nearest end. 
Roll the pastry around the meat so it overlaps by 
a couple of centimetres, trimming the rest off. 
Brush the edge with egg, then seal. Pinch the ends 
down to seal the meat in, again trimming any ex¬ 
cess. 

Place on a baking tray, brush with the beaten 
egg and bake for about 20 minutes until golden. 
Once cooled you can take it to your picnic whole, 
and slice when ready to serve. 



■ ONE TO SAVOUR: Game sausage roll, the latest 
mouth-watering creation from leading chef Mark Hix. 
Enjoy another one next week. 
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T HE second annual 
Wilma Awards took 
place at a glittering 
ceremony at The 

Hippodrome Casino on 
October 30 - attended by 
some of the most 

acclaimed stars of the West 
End, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

The dazzling celebration saw 
the blogger West End Wilma 
reward stars of theatre with 
gongs voted for by the show¬ 
going public. 

The party was hosted by 
Resonance FM’s Curtain Up 
show presenter Tim McArthur, 
who opened the show with a 
song before inviting guests to 
applaud both the nominees and 
award winners in a wide array 
of categories that perfectly 
highlighted Wilma’s passion for 
all aspects of theatre. 

She has been championing 
the London theatre scene for a 
number of years, with her 
popular website providing 
interesting and insightful blogs, 
showbiz interviews and 
famously truthful reviews. The 
aged Nana always adds an 
elegant twist to her theatre news 
and has amassed an army of 
fans from both sides of the 
curtain, with immense support 
from the West End community. 

Awards show devotees were 
treated to some incredible solo 
performances from former 
Wicked good witch Gina Beck, 
understudy Phantom and 
barricade boy Kieron Brown 
and the star of Carrie, Evelyn 
Hoskins, who later won the 
rising star award. There were 
also some high-profile winners, 
with Miss Saigon’s Jon Jon 
Briones and Eva Noblezada 
picking up awards for best actor 
and actress respectively. 

Rachel Tucker, who is 
currently playing Elphaba in 
Wicked on Broadway, won the 
award for best solo/cabaret 
performance and sent a 
specially recorded message 
from backstage at the Gershwin 
Theatre in New York. 

One of the biggest awards of 


■ WINNERS: Miss Saigon's Jon Jon Briones and Eva Noblezada 
picking up awards for best actor and actress respectively, above 
left. Right: Wicked's Oliver Saville with West End Wilma. 


ALLTHE WINNERS 

■ Best touring production 

Wicked 

■ Best vocal performance 
Beverley Knight, Memphis 
■Best family show Bugsy 
Malone 

■ Best actor Jon Jon Briones, 
Miss Saigon 

■ Best cabaret/solo 
performance Rachel Tucker 

■ Best actress Eva Noblezada, 
Miss Saigon 

■ Rising star Evelyn Hoskins 

■ Most welcoming venue 
Prince of Wales Theatre 

■ Most underrated West End 
show Urinetown 

■ Best off West End show 
Carrie, Southwark Playhouse 


■ ACCLAIM: Ashleigh Gray, left, Elphaba in Wicked, with the show's Wilma award for 
Best Touring Production. Right, Beverley Knight with her Best Vocal Performance 
award, sponsored by the London Weekly News. Pictures: Ollie Boito Photography 


Awards Awards 


■ STAR TURNS: Former Wicked good witch Gina Beck with West End Wilma. 

Salute to 
best of the 
West End 

the night, however, was for the new theatre in London, 
best vocal performance The Wilma Awards are an 
category, sponsored by the important addition to the 
London Weekly News. London awards scene, and with 
Presented by Wicked’s Oliver fans and performers alike 
Saville, the award was won by giving support, are likely to 
singing sensation Beverley remain a firm fixture on the 
Knight for her performance in calendar for many years to 
the musical Memphis. Knight, come. 

who is now starring at the If you would like to know 
Palladium as Grizabella in more about West End Wilma or 
Cats, praised the show and any of the awards, visit her 
highlighted the need to support website westendwilma.com 
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Soul Night at Koko, Camden 

November 10 

Tony Blackburn's legendary Soul Night, in which 
the DJ is joined on stage by artists including The 
Three Degrees, Shaun Escoffery, Lemar, Diane 
Shaw, Jaki Graham, Kenny Thomas and Odyssey, 
will take place on Tuesday, November 10 at 
London's Koko, Camden. Tickets for this special 
evening are £30. From this a minimum of £12.50 
will be donated to BBC Children In Need. 
Blackburn said:"I thinkthe annual soul night is 
well and truly here to stay. I can't wait to get back 
on that stage alongside this year's artists for some 
great performances, and it's all for a great cause!" 
David Robey, BBC Radio London editor, said: 
"Tony's Soul Night was a huge success in the 
1980s on BBC Radio London, so it feels 
appropriate to stage another Soul Night revival to 
coincide with the return of our radio station's 
name to BBC Radio London." 


Elf the musical at 
the Dominion Theatre 

To January 2 

This year's festive must-see show is going to be 
this heart-warming extravaganza. The show, 
based on the 2003 film which starred Will 
Ferrell in the title role, was a smash hit on 
Broadway and is likely to be London's hottest 
ticket this season, despite the much reported 
high ticket prices. The show stars former Girls 
Aloud songstress Kimberley Walsh alongside 
West End heart throb Ben Forster, who will 
once again play the eponymous hero after 
wowing audiences last year in the role in both 
Plymouth and Dublin. 

The Jack Tars at the 100 Club 

November 25 

The band features four of the great punk rock 
legends from across the globe: Captain 
Sensible from The Damned, Slim Jim Phantom 
from Stray Cats, Chris Cheney from The Living 
End and Mike Peters from The Alarm. This is the 
first time the group have played together in the 
UK and the evening promises to be one not to 
miss for any punk rock fans.For further 
information visit their website thejacktars.com 

Carmen at the 
Royal Opera House 

To November 30 

Experience the power and magnetism of Bizet's 
most popular opera as Carmen returns to the 
stage at the Royal Opera House. His 17th and 
final opera, Carmen tells the story of Don Jose, 
an inexperienced young soldier seeking to 
marry Micaela, a girl that he knows from his 
home village. 

The Old Vic Variety Nights 

November 15 

Nostalgia lovers will warm to this most 
traditional of shows, featuring Tim Minchin and 
the magician Dynamo. For details, see the 
website oldvictheatre.com 


The World Goes Pop 
at the Tate Modern 

Until January 24, 2016 

Over 200 works by artists from Latin America to 
Asia celebrates the many faces of pop art. 

This show isn't about the pop art you know, it's 
about the pop art that escaped the history 
books. And it certainly packs a punch. It's fun, 
engaging, colourful, revelatory, opinionated, 
racy and stunning. Most importantly the show 
illuminates how pop wasn't confined to Andy 
Warhol's Factory in New York or Richard 
Hamilton's studio in London - it was a 
phenomenon that reached much further, 
practiced by artists in Peru, Israel, Argentina, 
Japan, Brazil and Eastern Europe. 

In an opening gallery painted scintillating red, 
the work quite literally pops off the walls. Here, 
traditional techniques are turned on their head, 
such as Japanese woodblock printing in Ushio 
Shinohara's'Doll Festival', (1966) which is 
reinvigorated with the use of industrial 
materials like Perspex. Moving on, you'll find 
the mimicry of media and the language of 
mass production, the repetition of advertising 
strategies and consumerist logos, the 
appropriation of icons from popular culture, 
the re-evaluation of the role of women and the 
subversion of political symbolism. It makes for 
a riveting, eye-opening group exhibition that 
re-educates us on a movement that really 
reached out to embrace us - and continues to 
do so. 

Walt Disney's Sleigh Bells 
at BFI Southbank 

December 12 

The world premiere of the new restoration of 
the Walt Disney film Sleigh Bells (1928), 
featuring the first-ever Disney character, 

Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, a long-eared 
precursor to Mickey Mouse, will take place at 
BFI Southbank on December 12 as part of a 
programme It's A Disney Christmas: Seasonal 
Shorts, screening other festive Disney gems 
from the 1930s to the present day. 

Cats at the London Palladium 

Until January 2 

Enduringly popular musical Cats will play at the 
London Palladium for a strictly limited run until 
January 2 2016. Beverley Knight is Grizabella 
the Glamour Cat. For more details visit the 
website catsthemusical.com 

Through the Mill at London 
Theatre Workshop 

December 1 to 19 

Through the Mill - a new play by Ray Rackham 
featuring a hit list of Judy Garland's greatest 
standards will get its world premiere in a three- 
week season at London Theatre Workshop from 
Tuesday, December 1 to Saturday, December 
19. For more details visit their website 
londontheatreworkshop.com 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable 
and community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


WICKED, the award-winning 
musical that tells the untold 
story of the witches of Oz, is 
again launching the prestigious 
Wicked Young Writer Awards, 
now in their sixth year and this 
year with a new non-fiction 
category. 

The Duchess of Cornwall has 
agreed to extend her patronage 
for a further five years. 

She said at the awards 
ceremony in 2011: “I believe 
passionately in nurturing a love 
of reading and writing in 
children and young people of all 
ages. Reading is not only the 
start of a voyage of personal 
development and pleasure, but 
the foundation stone of all 
education.” 

How to Train Your Dragon 
author-illustrator Cressida 
Cowell is also returning to the 
judging panel as head judge. 
She said: “I am thrilled to be 
asked to be a judge for the 
second time. It is wonderful to 
be involved in an award which 
fires up the imaginations and 
confidence of these young 
writers. As an ambassador for 
the National Literacy Trust, I’m 
a real advocate of anything that 
gets young people reading and 
writing.” 

As in previous years, entrants 
can enter one of five different 
age categories; 5-7, 8-10,11-14, 
15-17 and 18-25. In addition, 



A Wicked 
challenge 

the 2016 awards scheme marks 
the launch of the For Good 
Award for Non-Fiction, 
encouraging 15-25 year olds to 
write essays or articles that 
recognise the positive impact 
that people can have on each 
other, their communities and the 
world we live in. The new 
category celebrates the Wicked: 
For Good programme, which 
supports the charitable causes at 
the heart of the stage musical. 

The awards were created by 
the producers of Wicked in 
2010, in collaboration with the 
National Literacy Trust and 
spearheaded by bestselling 
author Michael Morpurgo, to 
recognise excellence in writing, 
encourage creativity and 
develop writing talent in young 
people. Since launching, over 
20,000 young people, aged 
between five and 25, have 


entered original and thought- 
provoking pieces of writing that 
consistently reflect the interests, 
concerns and deepest thoughts 
of young people, providing a 
first-look at the emerging 
voices of a new generation. 

A shortlist of 120 entrants 
from across the UK will see 
their work published in the 
Wicked Young Writer Awards 
Anthology. They are also 
invited to an exclusive 
ceremony at London’s Apollo 
Victoria, home to the hit 
musical since 2006, where 
judges and members of the 
Wicked cast will announce who 
has won in each category. 

Pieces of original writing can 
be submitted, either 
individually or as part of a 
school group, until 11 March 
2016. The overall winners from 
each category will win a VIP 
family experience to the West 
End production of Wicked, 
including an exclusive 
backstage tour and cast meet- 
and-greet, £50 book/eBook 
tokens, plus £100 worth of 
books for their school library 
donated by Hachette Children’s 
Books. The individual school 
with the highest number of 
entries will receive a bespoke 
writing workshop at their 
respective school. 

Details can be found at 
www.WickedYoungWriters.com 


Punk’s coming 
home: sensible! 


PUNK rock is coming back to 
where it all started later this 
month when The Jack Tars play 
at the 100 Club in Oxford Street 
for one night only as part of 
their UK tour, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

The band features four of the 
great punk rock legends from 
across the globe: Captain 
Sensible from The Damned, 
Slim Jim Phantom from Stray 
Cats, Chris Cheney from The 
Living End and Mike Peters 
from The Alarm. This is the first 
time the group have played 
together in the UK and the 
evening promises to be one not 
to miss for any punk rock fans. 
I caught up with Captain 
Sensible, aka Raymond Bums, 
to talk about the tour and how 
special the 100 Club is to the 
punk rock movement. 

Bums asked me to call him 
Captain and said: “We’re doing 
the 100 Club, which is the scene 
of the crime, where punk rock 
started. I’m so glad to be going 
back there. I’m so glad it still 
exists. It’s as important to rock 
and roll as the Albert Hall is to 
classical music.” 

In September 1976 the 100 
Club hosted the first 
international punk festival and 
helped to bring the underground 
movement into the mainstream. 
The Sex Pistols, The Clash and 
The Jam were just some of the 
groups who played at the 
festival, along with the 



■ HOME: Captain Sensible. 

Captain’s band The Damned. 

“I haven’t played there for 
three or four years. I remember 
standing there back in the day, 
watching the Sex Pistols and 
thinking they’re never going to 
make it and then of course they 
scattered a few swear words 
around on an early evening TV 
programme and the rest is 
history, so how wrong was I?” 

The tour will feature the back 
catalogues of all the members 
and with Chris Cheney known 
for playing the guitar with a 
beer bottle, needless to say the 
show is going to be extremely 
lively and loud. 

“We started out just as a 
bunch of mates who jumped up 
on stage with each other and 
sang each other’s songs just for 
a jam, you know. It’s a lot of 
fun. You’re going to hear the 
greatest hits of all the people in 


the band and we’re going to 
have some guests so we may 
sing a couple of their tunes as 
well. Just kind of a rock and roll 
party really.” 

The band has already enjoyed 
a successful tour in America 
and is attracting a whole new 
audience as well as the more 
mature hard core punk fans. 

The Captain explained what 
he thought the appeal was. 

“A lot of youngsters come 
along so I think we must be 
doing something right. You 
can’t really knock the rebel 
music; loud guitars and a 
thrashing drum kit are such a 
magnificent combination.” 

The 61-year-old rocker has 
calmed down a little since the 
wilder days of his youth. I asked 
him if he could now be 
described as sensible? 

“In those days I was a one- 
man party, that’s where I got my 
name from as in ‘you’ve got a 
right Captain Sensible there, 
mate’ when I was on one of my 
famous benders. Nowadays I 
try and go on stage and play 
some of the right notes in the 
right order but I am the element 
of chaos in Jack Tar so I try to 
bring some of that with me, 
especially at the 100 Club.” 

■ The JackTars will be 
appearing at the 100 Club on 
November 25. For further 
information visit their website 
thejacktars.com 















Thursday, November 12th 2015 


editorial @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 


London Weekly News 21 


Talk Of The Town 


THERE'S a new glamour cat prowling the stage at the London 
Palladium. Soul singing superstar Beverley Knight has joined the 
cast of Cats. Knight, who recently won a West End Wilma award for 
her acclaimed run in Memphis at the Shaftesbury Theatre, is 
playing the iconic role of Grizabella in the revival of the Andrew 
Lloyd Webber classic musical. 

Cats is based on Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats byTS Eliot. 
The original production ran at the New London Theatre from 1981 
to 2002, playing a total of 8,949 performances. The 1980s team was 
reunited to bring the revival back to life last year, with Trevor Nunn, 
Gillian Lynne and Chrissie Cartwright bringing their expertise to 
the Palladium. 

Knight is a multi-award-winning singer who was made an MBE 
in 2007 in recognition of her charitable work and her contribution 
to British music. After a string of successful West End leading roles 
already behind her, Beverley steps into the show, which until 
recently she admits to not knowing much about. Knight talked to 
London Weekly News entertainment reporter Nicky Sweetland 
about her love of Eliot's poetry and the challenges of tackling such 
a famous role 

A great 

Knigh t 
for the 
family 



■ PAWS FOR THOUGHT: Beverley Knight is Grizabella in Cats. 


EVERLEY Knight 
has a small confes¬ 
sion to make. 

“I didn’t know the show 
Cats really other than obvi¬ 
ously the song Memory. I don’t 
think there’s a human being 
alive that doesn’t know Mem¬ 
ory ! 

“I didn’t know Cats the 
show but absolutely knew TS 
Eliot and his work, having 
studied it at school and having 
a love for poetry in general. 
That made it easier for getting 
my head around the show.” 

The part of Grizabella the 
Glamour Cat, although not 
large, is seen as by many as the 
lead role, mostly because it in¬ 
cludes the performance of the 
show’s most famous song 
Memory. The threadbare, more 
mature mouser has been played 
by many of musical theatre’s 
most famous divas, including 
Elaine Paige, Nicole 
Scherzinger and most recently 
the Queen of the West End, 
Kerry Ellis. 

With such large paws to fill, 
Beverley explained how she 
felt it was very important to un¬ 
derstand the meaning of the 


standard’s lyrics. 

“It’s a wonderful song to 
sing. It’s a song which I think, 
as famous and iconic as it is, 
it’s misunderstood by most 
people who hear it. Now that 
I’m in the show I totally under¬ 
stand why it does what it does. 
When you hear it out of the 
context of the show, it’s still 
fantastic but you never get the 
real meaning that it was meant 
to convey. I’m so glad now that 
I’m in the show and that I have 
that appreciation of why Griz- 
abella’s singing it, why the 
coming morning is terrible as 
opposed to wonderful and why 
she wants her memories to 
have a chance to live again. It’s 
some powerful stuff for what 
was a collection of poems for 
kids.” 

The transformation from 
beautiful singing star to shabby 
old moggy is no easy task, but 
the costumes and make-up are 
a huge part of the production 
and something both the show 
and the character are very fa¬ 
mous for. Beverley is a great 
lover of make-up and so has 
found it an enjoyable rather 
than an onerous part of the pro¬ 
duction. 


“They’re stunning, just stun¬ 
ning and very precise. I love 
that because you know exactly 
what you’re trying to achieve. 
There’s no area of attitude. It’s 
not so clothed that you can’t 
bring your own flavour to 
something but there is a very 
specific way of having the 
Grizy make-up and the outfit 
and I love that they got that. 
I’ve always loved make-up and 
it’s so interesting looking in the 
mirror, looking at myself and 
then watching my face as I go 
on and change into cat woman. ’ 
She laughs. “It’s great.” 

Cats has been performed 
worldwide and translated into 
more than 20 languages. 

I Macavity, Skimbleshanks and 


the magical Mr Mistoffelees all 
help to introduce the colourful, 
complex and captivating world 
of kitties. With magical charac¬ 
ters, sensational music and im¬ 
pressive staging, the show has 
continued to charm and delight 
audiences of all ages. Beverley 
thinks the show still has such 
an enduring appeal. 

“It’s stunning. I think TS 
Eliot wrote these poems as a 
collection for his God kids and 
thought it would keep them en¬ 
tertained but what’s happened 
is they’ve taken on a life of 
their own. They obviously en¬ 
tertained other children. An¬ 
drew Lloyd Webber found 
them and together with Trevor 
Nunn and everyone created this 


Picture: Matt Crockett 

show. Adults could relive their 
childhood days and children 
could see the wonder of Cats 
coming to life on a stage and 
that kind of passing down I be¬ 
lieve is why the show just 
keeps coming back to theatres 
all over the place. Every adult 
who has ever seen the show 
wants to bring their child to ex¬ 
perience the same wonder that 
they did and every child that 
sees the show never forgets that 
wonderment, which is a fantas¬ 
tic thing.” 

■ Cats will play at the London 
Palladium for a strictly limited 
run until January 2,2016. For 
more details visit the website 
catsthemusical.com 


Rackham 
pays tribute 
to Garland 

HELEN Sheals, Belinda Wollaston 
and Lucy Penrose have been cast 
to play Judy Garland in three 
different stages of her life in 
Through the Mill, a new play by 
Ray Rackham featuring a hit list 
of Garland's greatest standards. 

Through the Mill chronicles the 
turbulent life of the legendary 
singer, her rise from teenager to 
MGM movie star, from "has-been" 
to concert hall darling and her 
short-lived career as a TV 
personality. 

On film, on stage or in people's 
living rooms every Sunday 
evening, Garland was, and 
continues to be, one of the 
biggest stars of Hollywood's 
golden age, as damaged by 
conflict as she was celebrated. 

Through the Mill gives the 
audience an opportunity to go 
beyond the rainbow and witness 
the life of a woman destined for 
greatness, one who is as loved 
today as she was when she made 
her way along the yellow brick 
road. 

Through the Mill is written by 
Rackham, who is artistic director 
of the London Theatre Workshop, 
directed by Max Reynolds and 
choreographed by Chris 
Whittaker. 

Through the Mill will get its 
world premiere in a three-week 
season at London Theatre 
Workshop from Tuesday, 
December 1 to Saturday, 
December 19. For more details 
visit their website 
londontheatreworkshop.com 



■ LEGEND: Judy Garland's 
turbulent life is chronicled in a 
new play. Through the Mill 


Fundraising 
will be a drag 

THE Hippodrome Casino in 
Leicester Square will be 
festooned with glitter and 
sequins on Thursday, November 
19, when a whole host of West 
End performers will don their 
stilettos for the MAD drag night. 

The show to raise money for 
the Make a Difference Trust will 
also include some of the biggest 
stars of UK drag and will be 
hosted by celebrity guests 
including Sherri Shepherd and 
Dean McCullough. 

The Make A Difference Trust 
has for the past 25 years raised 
funds through the theatre 
community for HIV and AIDS 
projects that raise awareness and 
provide care both here in the UK 
and in sub-Saharan Africa. 

The MAD drag night promised 
to be a high energy, hugely fun 
and extreamely camp evening of 
entertainment, and all for a very 
worthy cause. 

For more information or to 
book tickets visit the website 
madtrust.seetickets.com 
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Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 



Faith in 
Finance 

Payroll, Bookkeeping 
and Personal Taxation 
for Small Business, 
Charities, Individuals 
and Voluntary Groups 
Phone/Fax 
020 7732 8760 
bruce@faithinfinance.com 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


BLACKSPUR ENGINE 

STARTER with air compressor 
suitable for autos, boats, 
campers and home use. £90 
new, asking £35. Unwanted gift. 
Collect SW10. TeL; 07847 802 
436 

LATERAL THIGH TRAINER 
EXERCISE MACHINE with 
adjustable speed, control and 
monitor, moves up and down 
and in and out at the same time 
for cardio/fat burning effects 
£20 ono. Tel: 07442 229 336 

XBOX 360 including controller 
£45. Please contact adam.leck- 
ey12@ic.ac.uk 

LEATHER FASHION BAGS 

Shoulder worn, cream, tan, 
black. as new. 4 £8 

each. CASIO PRINTER CASH 
REGISTER, Mains/battery. 
Perfect, in original box. Suit 
market stall. £15. THAI LAN¬ 
GUAGE COURSE, books, cas¬ 
settes, complete, in carry-case. 
As new £20 ono. FASHION 
JACKET SETS, wool mix, Sizes 
12/16 . 3 sets as new, £10 
each set ono. DOUBLE DIVAN 
bed 135 x 186cm. Damask 
cover, folding base, castors. 
Selfridges, As new. £50. BED¬ 
SIDE CHEST of three drawers. 
Solid wood. 47 x 42 x 70 cm 
high. John Lewis. £15 0794 

2061 854 



MOUNTAIN BICYCLE 

Decathalon Rock Rider, SD 
Tough Shock Shiman gears, 
front disc brake, new tyres, 
price negotiated. Tel: 020 7733 
1836 & 07877 818 162 


E 


ect/o ' 

020 8768 49 


m 


Caravan & Camping 


STATIC CARAVANS 
FOR SALE 

Sited on 5 Star park in Clacton. 
Amazing facilities including indoor and 
outdoor swimming pool. 

Open 12 months. 

£1,500 deposit. £21 I per month 

T&C's apply 

CASH PRICE £7,995 
Call Luke 07950 127697 




GOODMANS KARAOKE HIFI 
SYSTEM with 3 CD multi¬ 
changer, double cassette, 
Karaoke graphic system, echo, 
goodmans microphone £40. 
Tel: 07442 229 336 

7 PAIRS OF RUSSELL & 
BROMLEY SHOES £30 each, 
buy 6 receive 7th free, very 
good condition, size 4. Tel: 
07593 748 559 

SKI SUIT size 10-12 with 
accessories £30. Tel: 07593 748 
559 

SECOND-HAND SALE togeth¬ 
er lots of men’s clothes, jeans, 
jumpers and other, men’s shoes 
size 10, piano, carpet, Projector, 
TV Plasma Sony, candle, 
tablets, fan, Panasonic 
tape/CD, leather handbag, 
expensive gold colour watch, 
curtain new, 100 metre, mobile 
old Samsung, hoowvering, fold¬ 
ing bicycle, lots sundries, 2 
motorbike jacket and helmet. 
Tel: 07944 895 999 


OFFICIAL 2012 OLYMPIC 
POSTERS brand new, 12 
posters per set, (each set £10 
ono). Grab a bargain only £10. 
Tel: 07864 709 397 

SMALL BOTTLE WITH SHIP 

IN IT Also Mary Roser in glass 
tube £10 both. Tel: 020 8858 
7569 

SPICE GIRL MEMORABILIA 

too much to list, very collectible 
must be seen. £25. 07864 709 
397 


FOOT STOOL cream cover 
with red/white plain/checked 
fabric on top in centre spelling 
the word Home, L 12 x12, dpth 
5". Small black feet, new still in 
plastic cover. £10. Tel: 020 8312 
2476 



4 FLOURESCENT LIGHTS 

suitable for kitchen and or 
garage. Tel: 07751 434 001 




PHILIPS "VIVA COLLECTION 
JUICER vgc in box £10. Tel: 
020 8855 8824 

SPIN AND STORE LETTUCE 
SALAD SPINNER unused, new, 
all white £8, Tall Rubbish Bin to 
fit in corner or undercounter, 
v.lightweight, swing lid £9. Cat 
scratching post, 1 foot high on 
solid base with ball £7. Tel: 020 
8769 0597 mornings 


BHS BRUSHED STAINLESS 
STEEL ARCHED CEILING 
LIGHT with 4 special bulbs 
which cost £3 each. A total of 
£20. 020 7733 1836 or 07877 
818 162 




KINGSIZE WOODEN BED 
FRAME still in boxes, sleigh 
design, buyer collects £50. Tel: 
07914 821 532 


GLASS AND SILVER TUBU¬ 
LAR TV STAND and shelf £35. 
Tel: 020 3620 4153 




NEW and NEARLY NEW 
MENS. SUITS, JACKETS and 
TROUSERS EXCELLENT 
QUALITY and CONDITION 
OFFERS WANTED please call 
07906553833 


ome Services 


MOSES BASKET AND ROCK¬ 
ING STAND yellow covers £12 
vgc. Baby bath and top and tail 
bowl, as new, yellow £5. Tel: 
020 8855 8824 



TARTAN MINIATURE DOGS 
COAT AND HAT wool lines, as 
new £5. 020 8855 8824 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


MEN'S BALLROOM DANCING 
SHOES size 9, glossy black 
leather uppers, nubuck soles, 
as new incl wooden shoetrees. 
Tel: 07961 724 697 


MODEL RAILWAY Items want¬ 
ed by collector, good prices 
paid for your locos, rolling 
stock. All makes considered. 
Please call 020 8304 9180. 

MODEL RAILWAY TRAINS 
WANTED BY COLLECTOR 

good prices paid for your locos 
and rolling stock, all makes 
considered, please call on 020 
8304 9180 

RECORDS AND BOOKS 
WANTED LP Albums / 7" 
Singles {45's} / 12" singles, 
Various types of music accept¬ 
ed including Caribbean music, 
large collections welcome. 
Immediate call back! Tel 07788 
209 990 

RECORDS WANTED L.P 

Albums/ 7" singles (45's)/ 12" 
singles, disco/reggae and 
Jamaican music, funk, soul, 
rock, punk, metal. Whole col¬ 
lections welcome. Call back 
available. 07788 209 990. 

RECORDS WANTED! 12" sin- 
gles/LPs/-7" singles (45's). 
Soul, Disco, Funk, Reggae and 
Caribbean music. Rock, Punk, 
Metal. Whole collections wel¬ 
come, 12" singles/7" singles 
(45s). Call back available Tel: 
07788 209 990 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 




We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 
Free Estimates and Advice 


Cleaning 


Ace Building & 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, 1 
1 Electrical, Plastering, 1 
| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 
| FREE for OAP | 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
I 07956 230 760 I 


First Choice for 
cleaning 


• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Restaurants, pubs and bars 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


A HP DESKTOP 6980 MODEL 
PRINTER in good condition 
and it works £60 only (quick 
sale). Tel: 07930 013 629 


Builder 

Roofing, 
Brickwork, 
Plastering, 
Electrics, 
Carpentry, 
Kitchens, Interior 
Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, 
Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop 
Fitting, Decorating 
and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 
No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaner 
Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

T: 020 8452 2900 

www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


r PWOFFSSIOIVAI, 


AJB ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


Terry 

Local Electrician 

0208 552 9942 

All Jobs 
welcome 


PROFESSIONAL 
ALL ROUNDER 

Interior + Exterior 
Painting • Decorating 
Tiling • Wallpaper hanging 
Laminated Flooring 
Fencing • Decking 
Carpentry 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Free Estimates 
Call Ricky 

07951 037 094 
“I am your man” 


General Builders 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

CLASSIFICATION 


Telephone Number inc. Code . 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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Education & Tuition 





AFFORDABLE 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Antiques 

Bought 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947667135 


Plumbing & Heating 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk **#•* 


Ace Rapid Plumbing 

Toilets, Sinks, Taps, 
Radiators, Blocked 
Drains, Toilets, Leaks 
Bathroom Installations 
No call out charge! 

No job too small! 

24 hour emergency! 
07584 136 988 
020 3457 5887 



Roofing & Guttering 


Simmons 

Roof & Exterior Painting • Roofing Repair Specialist 

•Slates «Tiles -uPVC Cladding -New Roofs 
All Work Guaranteed 

For Free Quote Call 
07504188055 07733441166 
01702743570 



ALLAWAY 

| RUBBISH CLEARANCE \ 
, ALL AREAS , 
1 FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

1 We will beat any 1 
quote! 


AFFORDABLE 

RUBBISH 

CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 

0800 622 6889 

07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


WASTE NO TIME 




CLEARANCE 

7 Days a week 
We will beat any 
quote. 

Call Wayne or Paul 

07956 886 351 


Storage & Removals 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


Leisure 


SMB 

EVENTS 8 

GIGANTIC SUPER 
BOOT SALE 

At PEDHAM PUCE, SWANLEY BR8 8PP 

on Sunday 8th November 

6am-2pm 
Full details 

www.smbbootsales.co.uk 

ENQ: 01795 426 400 
MOB: 07920 111 904 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 

HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


To 

advert iae 
in this, 
Beet ion 
please cull 
080 

8768 4921 


Show & Events 


Festive Family Fun 


Education & Training 


COLLEGE 


f ICONIC^ 

L O N D O N 

'•**( 

LONDON 

.ESTABLISHED 1931 

' 4 

LOCATION 


DLD COLLEGE LONDON 

Providing exceptional education 

TO GCSE, A LEVEL & BTEC STUDENTS 





Open Day: Wednesday 18th November 2015, 5 - 7pm 


In September 2015, DLD College has relocated to brand new, 
purpose-built premises in the heart of London overlooking 
Westminster and the River Thames. 

Visit www.dldcollege.co.uk or Call 020 7935 8411 


ABBEY DLD 

GROUP OF COLLEGES 

BIRMINGHAM CAMBRIDGE LONDON MANCHESTER 


a 


Alpha Plus 



French Native 
Teacher 

with qualifications, experience 
and a fun approach, to teach 
young children aged from 3-7 
in Central London. 

£28 per hour. Part-time 
schedule. December start. 
Training given. 

E mail CVs to 

ClubFrereJacques@aol.com 

or call 

020 8881 9784 

www.LeClubFrereJacques 


Homes 


' the gold standard in education 
DLD College is part of the Alpha Plus Group Ltd. 


e-mail: property@slp.co.uk 
www.southlondon-today.co.uk 


Apartments & Flats to Let 


ALL FLATS SW16 STREATHAM 
COMMON NEAR BR 

Excludes Council Tax. NO DSS 
Very large self contained ground floor 
double bedroom flat, bedroom, living/dining, 
large kitchen, bath/shower/wc double glazing 
c/h suit couples. ONLY £225 PW 
First floor single person only bedroom separate 
living/kitchen/dinner shower and toilet, 

DG, GCH £850 
CALL 020 3489 4811 


Property Wanted 


Clapham Junction/ 
Wandsworth Common 

3 Month contract, could be 
extended. Ground floor double bed 
sit with separate new kitchen, 
new washing 

machine/dryer/electric cooker, 
newly decorated. 

Share shower /toilets. 

£300 deposit £150 pw inc 
council tax and water rates. 

Call 07771 558 030 



B neuP 

Fri 18 Dec 2015 - 

rVtlAJ 

Sun 17 Jan 2016 

LONDON 

: YORK'S THEATRE 

*0844 871 7623'£3 

LI* ticketmaster 0844 847 2345 

www.peppapi9live.c0nn 

#peppapi9live 

-C£' r One Peppa Pig © Astley Baker Davies 

HoSli 

Ltd / Entertainment One UK Ltd 2003 


I'll Buy Your House 

Houses, Flats & Land Purchased Instantly 
For Cash 

Sell today, move out later! 

Any Condition, Vacant or Tenanted 


Contact Steven Novack 


steven@novack.co.uk 

www.novack.co.uk 

07831 346 100 020 8906 4321 
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Thursday, November 12th 2015 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(GOLDHAWK ROAD III) 
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby 
gives notice that in order to facilitate krane operation works in the Goldhawk 
Road, it is proposing to make an Order the effect of which would prohibit 
traffic in the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or 
unload in the eastbound carriageway of Goldhawk Road between its 
junctions with Greenside Road and wingate Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Paddenswick 
Road, Glenthorne Road, Beadon Road and Shepherds Bush Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to 
premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of 
the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection 
with police, fire or ambulance purposes and anything done with the 
permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on Saturday, 21st November 2015 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday, 21st November 2015 
and last for 2 days with back up dates scheduled for 28th & 29th November 
2015. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only 
and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 2nd day of November 2015 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(ROWAN ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives 
notice that in order to facilitate the installation of a tower crane in the above 
named road, it intends to make an Order the effect of which would prohibit traffic 
and suspend the one-way system in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, 
no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a 
section of Rowan Road between its junction with Hammersmith Road and No. 

11 Rowan Road. 

3. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed 
the northbound one-way system shall be suspended between No. 11 and No. 31 
Rowan Road. 

4. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would in place via Hammersmith Road, 
Brook Green and Luxembourg Gardens. 

5. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to 
premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the 
said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with 
police, fire or ambulance purposes and anything done with the permission or at 
the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

6. The Order would come into operation on Saturday, 28th November 2015 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

7. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday, 28th November 2015 and 
last for 2 days. With back up dates scheduled for the 5th or 12th December 
2015 The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and 
works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 4th day of November 2015 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(SHEPHERD’S BUSH ROAD) 
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives 
notice that in order to facilitate utility installation works to be carried out in the 
above named road, it intends to make an Order the effect of which would 
prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, 
no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a 
section of Shepherd’s Bush Road between its junctions with Goldhawk Road and 
Miller’s Way. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Glenthorne Road, 
Hammersmith Grove and Goldhawk Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to 
premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the 
said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with 
police, fire or ambulance purposes and anything done with the permission or at 
the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 30th November 2015 and would be 
valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Friday 30th November 2015 and last 
for 1 day. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only 
and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 30th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


h&f ' 


putting residents first 


PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) 

ACT 1990 
I give notice that 
applications have been 
made to the Council of the 
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
185 Dawes Road SW6 

2015/05110/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension. 

6 Ravenscourt Square W6 
2015/05076/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side and rear 
of the existing back addition; 
installation of French doors and 
the formation of a roof terrace 
at first floor level to the rear 
elevation; conversion of the 
existing building from 2no self- 
contained flats into a single 
family dwellinghouse. 

84 Brackenbury Road W6 
2015/05087/FUL 
Erection of a front and rear roof 
extension involving an increase 
in the ridge height; erection of a 
rear extension at second floor 
level, on top of the existing 
back addition; installation of 2no 
rooflights over the main flat roof 
at roof level; installation of Ino 
window to the side of the 
proposed rear back addition at 
second floor level. 

40 Beltran Road SW6 

2015/05090/FUL 
Demolition of the existing 
building with the exception of 
the front facade, erection of a 
replacement part one, part two, 
part three storey plus-basement 
single family dwellinghouse; 
formation of a roof terrace at 
first floor and the erection of 
external staircase from 
basement to garden level at the 
rear of the property. 

498 - 504 Fulham Road 
SW6 2015/05114/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level in connection with the 
creation of 2 x one bedroom 
self-contained flats; increasing 
the height of the brick gable 
roof including the installation of 
new windows to the gable 
elevation in between third and 
fourth floor level; raising the 
parapet wall at roof level. 

57 Coningham Road W12 
2015/03586/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension 
involving an increase in the 
ridge height; installation of 3 
rooflights in the front roofslope; 
erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, on top of the 
existing back addition; 
formation of a roof terrace 
together with the installation of 
a door to access the roof 
terrace at third floor level on top 
of the existing back addition; 
Replacement windows at first 
and second floor level to the 
front and rear elevation; 
conversion of the first, second 
and third floor level into 1 x one 
bedroom and 1 x three bedroom 
self-contained flats. 

24 Fulham Palace Road 
W6 2015/05146/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at 
first floor level over part of the 
existing back addition; 
installation of a new shopfront; 
installation of new doors to 
replace the existing doors at 
ground floor level to the side 
elevation; installation of a new 
window to replace the existing 
window at second floor level to 
the rear elevation; replacement 
of existing extract duct at the 
rear of the property with a new 
internal duct including a roof 
vent on the rear roofslope. 

95 Wulfstan Street W12 
2015/05039/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension; erection of a single 
storey rear extension; 
installation of 2no. rooflights in 
the front roofslope; installation 
of Ino. window at ground floor 
level and Ino. window at first 
floor level to the front elevation 
to replace existing; and 
installation of 1 metre high white 
painted picket fencing to the 
front boundary to replace 
existing. 

67 Masbro’ Road W14 

2015/04916/FUL 

Change of use of part of the 
ground floor level from retail 
(Class A1) into residential use 
(Class C3). 


28 Marville Road SW6 

2015/04106/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, over part of 
the existing back addition; 
erection of a rear extension at 
first floor level, on top of the 
existing back addition; erection 
of a single storey rear extension, 
to the side of the existing back 
addition; excavation of the front 
garden and part of the rear 
garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with the creation of 
a new basement; installation of 
a flat roof light to flat roof at roof 
level. 

97 The Grampians 
Shepherd’s Bush Road 
W6 2015/04703/FUL 

Replacement of the existing 
front door with a new FD30 
rated fire door and painting of 
the new door in the same colour 
as the previous. 

Shepherd’s Bush 
Tabernacle Shepherd’s 
Bush Road W6 

2015/05042/FUL 
Installation of new steel gates to 
replace the existing to the main 
front entrance; installation of 
new double glazed windows to 
replace the existing windows at 
lower ground floor level to the 
northern elevation. 

Maisonette First And 
Second Floors York House 
Arminger Road W12 

2015/05069/FUL 
Replacement of existing rear 
roof extension with an enlarged 
dormer roof extension; 
installation of 2no rooflights in 
the front roofslope; installation 
of French doors and a Juliet 
balcony in the rear roofslope; 
alterations to the roof of back 
addition to incorporate a flat 
roof and the erection of railings 
around the flat roof at third floor 
level to the rear elevation, in 
connection with its use as a 
terrace 

29 Inglethorpe Street SW6 

2015/05065/FUL 

Erection of a front dormer roof 
extension comprising of 3no 
dormer windows in the front 
roofslope; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; installation of a new 
dormer window to replace the 
existing French doors and a 
Juliet balcony in the rear 
roofslope; installation of a fixed 
glazed rooflight over the roof of 
single storey back addition. 

28 Dunraven Road W12 

2015/05057/FUL 
Retention of two flat rooflights 
to rear roof extension at roof 
level; installation of one flat 
rooflight to roof of the back 
addition at second floor level. 
129A Dawes Road SW6 

2015/05058/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension; installation of three 
rooflights in the front roofslope; 
erection of a two storey rear 
extension at first and second 
floor levels; erection of a two 
storey rear extension, to the 
side of the existing back 
addition at ground and first floor 
levels; erection of railings 
around flat roof at second floor 
level for use as a terrace; in 
connection with the change of 
use of the rear part of the 
ground floor from Class (B1), 
first, second and third floors as 
two one bedroom and one three 
bedroom self contained 
residential units. 

35 Tamworth Street SW6 

2015/04888/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension; raising of the party 
wall at roof level; installation of 
3no rooflights in the front 
roofslope; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level 
over part of the existing back 
addition; alterations to the roof 
of back addition to incorporate 
a flat roof and the erection 
obscure glazed screens and 
metal railings around the flat 
roof at second floor level to the 
rear elevation, in connection 
with its use as a terrace; 
replacement of existing window 
with a new window at second 
floor level to the rear elevation; 
installation of a new window to 
the side of rear back addition at 
first floor level; erection of a 
single storey rear extension, to 
the side and rear of the existing 
back addition; conversion of the 
existing dwellinghouse into 1 x 
one bedroom and 2 x two 
bedroom self-contained flats. 


25 Micklethwaite Road 
SW6 2015/04898/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side and rear 
of the existing back addition; 
installation of a new window to 
replace the existing to the side 
of single storey back addition; 
replacement of existing window 
with doors to the rear of the 
proposed reception area at 
ground floor level; excavation of 
the front, rear and side gardens 
to form lightwells in connection 
with the creation of a new 
basement. 

216, 218 And 220 Munster 
Road SW6 

2015/05054/FUL 

Erection of additional floors at 
roof level to No 216, 218 and 
220 . 

123 Claxton Grove W6 

2015/05038/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level, over part of 
the existing back addition; 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side of the 
existing back addition; 
installation of 3no. rooflights to 
replace the existing 2no. 
rooflights in the front roofslope; 
installation of French doors and 
a Juliet balcony to replace 
existing dormer window on the 
rear elevation at roof level; and 
installation of French doors and 
a Juliet balcony to replace 
existing window on the rear 
elevation at first floor level. 
Brigade House 8 Parsons 
Green SW6 

2015/05055/FUL 
Change of use of part of the 
second, and all of the third and 
fourth floor levels from office 
use (Class B1) into residential 
(Class C3); erection of 
extensions at second, third and 
fourth floor levels in connection 
with the creation of 8 self- 
contained flats comprising of 2 
x three bedroom, 2 x two 
bedroom and 4 x one bedroom 
flats; formation of terraces at 
second , third and fourth floor 
level; installation of PV panels, 
and formation of plant and 
stairs enclosures at roof level; 
green roofing above the third 
floor roof; alterations to the 
external facades. 

726 - 728 Fulham Road 
SW6 2015/00314/FUL 

Erection of a single storey 
outbuilding in the rear garden; 
excavation of the rear garden to 
form lightwells in connection 
with the enlargement of the 
existing basement; erection of 
railings and installation of 
artificial grass in the rear 
garden; associated landscaping 
and external alterations. 

298 King Street W6 

2015/05181 /FUL 
Retention of a shop front. 

The Quadrangle 49 Atalanta 
Street SW6 2015/05019/FUL 
Alterations to the front elevation 
at second floor level including 
the installation of doors to 
replace the existing windows, 
installation of obscured glass 
panel balustrade and handrail to 
the northern boundary, in 
connection with the formation of 
roof terrace; installation of 
obscure film to the existing 
northern windows to the front 
elevation at second floor level. 
88 Glenthorne Road W6 
2015/04859/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension. 

Flat Basement 43 Benbow 
Road W6 2015/00662/FUL 

Erection of a single storey 
timber outbuilding in rear 
garden. 

84 Peterborough Road 
SW6 2015/05111/FUL 

Demolition of existing single 
storey garage in the rear garden 
and the erection of a 
replacement part one, part two 
storey single family 
dwellinghouse; reducing the 
height of the existing brick 
boundary walls; installation of a 
new pedestrian access gate to 
Sulivan Road elevation. 

Flat D Second Floor 13 
Batoum Gardens W6 

2015/05115/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof 
extension; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, 
on top of the existing back 
addition; installation of 3no 
rooflights in the front roofslope 
and 2no rooflights over the main 
flat roof at roof level; formation 
of a roof terrace at third floor 
level to the rear elevation. 


158 Bishop’s Road SW6 

2015/04333/FUL 

Excavation of the front garden 
to form a lightwell in connection 
with the enlargement the 
basement; installation of a new 
roof light to side extension at 
ground floor level. 

498 - 504 Fulham Road 
SW6 2015/05148/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
fourth floor level in connection 
with the creation of 1 x one 
bedroom self-contained flat; 
raising of the parapet wall at 
roof level. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 
97 The Grampians 
Shepherd’s Bush Road W6 
2015/04704/LBC 
Replacement of the existing 
front door with a new FD30 
rated fire door and painting of 
the new door in the same colour 
as the previous. 

Former BBC Television 
Centre Wood Lane W12 

2015/02498/LBC 
Alterations to south eastern 
elevation of BBC Studios 2 and 
3, comprising installation of 10 
louvred panels at second floor 
level and installation of new 
louvre window on Scenery 
runway elevation (Revised 
Description). 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 
97 The Grampians 
Shepherd’s Bush Road W6 
2015/04703/FUL 
Replacement of the existing 
front door with a new FD30 
rated fire door and painting of 
the new door in the same colour 
as the previous. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
29th November 2015. See 
below for ways of commenting 
on applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 
29th November 2015. See 
below for ways of commenting 
on applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 
Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, 
make comments and monitor 
their progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.qov.uk/planninq . Click 
on the ‘Planning Online’ logo on 
the Planning Home Page.You 
can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.qov.uk 
You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at 
our office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH 
TOWN HALL EXTENSION KING 
STREET W6 between 9.00am 
and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments 
on applications please E-mail 
them through our website or 
post them to DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL 
KING STREET W6 9JU by the 
date shown above. Please 
include the application reference 
number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated 
but this cannot be guaranteed 
so please reply promptly. For 
initial enquiries call our 
information and reception 
service on 020 8753 1081 or 
020 8753 1082. 


@ lbhf.gov.uk/ 

nninq 

Online' J 

Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
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Public Notices 


e-mail: classified@slp.co.uk 

www.southlondon-today.co.uk Tel: 020 8768 4939 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(SHEPHERD’S BUSH ROAD) 
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives 
notice that in order to facilitate utility installation works to be carried out in the 
above named road, it intends to make an Order the effect of which would 
prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, 
no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a 
section of Shepherd’s Bush Road between its junctions with Goldhawk Road and 
Miller’s Way. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Glenthorne Road, 
Hammersmith Grove and Goldhawk Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to 
premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the 
said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with 
police, fire or ambulance purposes and anything done with the permission or at 
the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 30th November 2015 and would be 
valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Friday 30th November 2015 and last 
for 1 day. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only 
and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 30th day of October 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

VARIOUS ROADS (No. 2) 
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives 
notice that to facilitate tree pruning works on or adjacent to the roads shown in 
column 1 of the Schedule to this notice and to prevent the likelihood of danger 
to the public and damage to the highway, it intends to make an Order the effect 
of which would be to prohibit vehicular and pedestrian traffic in those roads. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, 
no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in the 
sections of road shown in columns 1 and 2 of the Schedule to this notice. 

3. Alternative routes for diverted traffic would be available as shown in column 3 of 
the Schedule to this notice. 

4. Whilst works are in progress or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed 
no pedestrian shall proceed in the sections of footway shown in columns 1 and 2 
of the Schedule to this notice. 

5. Whilst works are in progress or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, 
the one way working in Bishop’s Road would be suspended. 

6. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to 
premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the 
said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with 
police, fire or ambulance purposes and anything done with the permission or at 
the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

7. The Order would come into operation on Tuesday, 1st December 2015 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

8. Works would be part of a rolling programme between Tuesday, 1 st December 
2015 and Thursday, 7th January 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 4th day of November 2015 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


SCHEDULE 

STREET TREE PRUNING - ROAD AND FOOTWAY CLOSURES 
Monday, 1st December 2015 until Thursday, 7th January 2016 


STREET 

EXTENT 

DIVERSION 

1 

2 

3 

Bishop’s Road 

Entire length Carriageway and 

Via Filmer Road and 


footways 

Fulham Palace Road 

Clonmel Road 

Entire length Carriageway and 

Via Bishop’s Road, 


footways 

Kelvendon Road 



and Fulham Road 

Beaumont Crescent 

Entire length Carriageway and 

Via North End Road 


footways 



PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


THE LONDON BOROUGH OR 
HAMMERSMITH AMO FULHAM 
NOTICE UNOER THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1»TJ SECTION 
12*2 A) (M AnwmMdl 
Land In Mcrcut Oarvty Part, Ooriaaton 
Straat London W14 <"*>• Land") 

1 Tha Land shown hatched Mack on ft# 
attached p*an form part of an open space and 
measure 143 7Bsqrn is held by tie London 
Borough of Nammersmth and Fulham (* tie 
Coundr ) 

2 NOTICE 19 HEREBY 9 »to pursuer* to 
5+cfton 123(2A) or the Local Government Act 
1972 that tie Ccuno* intends to cfcspose oil 
the Land by way of a icerce to ooexary tor a 
term of three months for the purpose of e 
temporary use as a contractor's compound 
for purposes of development of adjacent 
property 

3 Any object on on tie intended depose* 
must be made m wrong and addreaeed to 


Ian Roes 
Parks Manager 

London Borough of Hammeremffi and 
Fulham. Cof The Stable Yam. Holland Pam 
llcheeter Place LONDON W8 6LU 

No later then the 25 November 2915 < quoting 
reference VPSffl4Q«MQP ) 

Dated tws 10 November 2015 


on behatf of The London Borough of 

Hammersmith and Fulhem 

It 




Licensing Act 2003 
Notice of Application for 
a Major Variation of a 
Premises Licence 

An application has been made to 
Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea by Sakda Sunthornsarathun, 
for a major variation of a Premises 
Licence for premises known as Thai 
Rice, 303 Portobello Road, London, 
W10 5TD. 

The application is to extend alcohol 
sales by one hour so that they take 
place daily Monday to Saturday 
until midnight and on Sundays until 
11.30pm (and to extend Late Night 
Refreshment to 30 minutes beyond 
these times). The application also 
seeks to remove old converted 
conditions 8 (except 8b which is to 
be amended and 8f which is to 
remain),9 and 10 carried over from 
the previous licensing regime, as 
they are/will be no longer relevant. 
The full application setting out full 
details of the licence sought can be 
viewed at the offices of the licensing 
authority at 37 Pembroke Road, 
London W8 6PW during normal office 
hours (ring in advance to check). 
Further information may be available 
at www.rbkc.gov.uk 
Persons who may be affected by 
the grant of the application or 
responsible authorities can make 
representations to the Licensing 
Authority by 30 November 2015. All 
representations must be made in 
writing. 

It is an offence under Section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003 for anyone 
to recklessly or knowingly make a 
false statement in connection with a 
licensing application. The maximum 
fine on conviction is £5,000. 

BERWIN LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP 
020 3400 2105 

To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

080 

8768 4921 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(ROSTREVOR MEWS) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives 
notice that in order to facilitate Thames Water works to be carried out in the 
above named road, it made an Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular 
traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, 
no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in 
Rostrevor Mews. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to 
premises, so far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the 
said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with 
police, fire or ambulance purposes and anything done with the permission or at 
the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 16th November 2015 and would be 
valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, 
whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Monday 16th November 2015 and 
last for 4 days. The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes 
only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 4th day of November 2015. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard 
Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the 
Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descrip¬ 
tions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading 
Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities 
must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) 

Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, 
commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, 
be deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their 
names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addi¬ 
tion to these requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 
1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling 
goods in the course of business either by content, format, size or 
place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, 
‘dealer’, ‘agent’, ‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or 
damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing 
of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or 
day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box 
numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the 
day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion 
days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons 
the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. 
This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain 
full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to 
vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, 
whether or not the advertisement has already been accepted for 
publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertise¬ 
ments, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents 
should therefore check their advertisements and inform us of any 
errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Typographical or minor changes, 
which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify 
for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi¬ 
display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards 
Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help 
finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force 
at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for 
remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers 
shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an 
acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the 
Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the 
publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the 
value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms of 
less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had 
been allowed will be reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed 
terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank 
of England base rate for each month that the account is over¬ 
due and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will 
be reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will 
be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent 
to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and sever¬ 
ally liable for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should 
the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
agent acts for the advertiser and not for the publisher with the 
agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the 
accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice 
date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the pub¬ 
lishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure 
the continuity of these services, but some occasional technical 
downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher 
and its associated companies shall be under no liability if the pro¬ 
duction and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by 
any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published 
advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. 
Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially 
by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not 
reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 
Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not 
available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testi¬ 
monials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must 
not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as 
part of the advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no 
charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertise¬ 
ments, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone 
number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a 
credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the 
fact that a search has been made. We may need to share your 
information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. 
However, we will only use the information from these searches to 
make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud preven¬ 
tion or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and 
analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group 
Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or 
they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may 
be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, 
telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may 
be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult 
services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such adver¬ 
tisements. 
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WOODMANSTERNE 

- PRIMARY SCHOOL & CHILDREN’S CENTRE- 



Experienced Teaching Assistants - Level 1 

Scale 3, spine points 14 -17 (£19644 - £20775) pro rata, term time only 

Experienced Early Years Educator - Level 2 

Scale 5, spine points 22 - 25 (£23658 - £25620) pro rata, term time only 


We are looking to appoint outstanding and experienced Teaching 
Assistants and Early Years Educators to join our successful team from 
January 2016. These full time posts offer an opportunity to provide 
support and guidance to children and their families by removing 
barriers to learning. 

We are looking for someone who: 

• Is an outstanding individual with high expectations for children 

• Has a focus on drive to improve pupil attainment 

• Has a good understanding of the range of pastoral support 
available to children and their families 

• Has strong interpersonal skills 

• Has experience of working with children and/or young people 

Successful candidates will be asked to apply for an Enhanced 
Disclosure and Barring Service check. Applicants will also be 
required to declare that neither they nor anyone who lives in 
the same household is a disqualified person under the Childcare 
(Disqualification) regulations 2009. Further information can be found 
at www.gov.uk 

You can find out more about our school by visiting our website 
www.woodmansterne.london where you will find additional, essential 
information in the applicant pack. Shortlisted candidates will be 
invited for a school tour. 

Closing date: Friday 20th November 2015 @ 5pm 



www.woodmansterne.london 


Lambeth 


Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 

Sion-Manning Roman Catholic Girls School (11-16) Group 4 

St. Charles Square, London W10 6EL 

Telephone: 020 8969 7111 

Head: Mr J.P. Kehoe 

Roll: 600 

www.sion-manning.org.uk 

DATA AND ASSESSMENT MANAGER 

To start January 2016 or earlier if possible. 

Salary: P01 Spinal Point 33 £32,157.00 

(Term time only + two weeks in late August - 41 weeks) 

Sion-Manning Roman Catholic Girls School is situated in North Kensington, close to 
Portobello Road and Nottinghill Gate. We are a happy, vibrant learning community, 
with high aspirations for the students in our care and the staff team that supports 
them. We have strong links to the community. 

We are seeking to appoint an efficient Data & Assessment Manager to join the school 
on a permanent basis. 

The role will involve managing assessment information and producing school data 
analysis and reports to support the Senior Leadership Team and Governors ensuring 
the information provided is timely, accurate and relevant. 

To be considered for this position, you will possess excellent ICT skills and the ability 
to analyse and manipulate data. Prior experience dealing with school data and using 
SIMS would be highly advantageous but not essential. The successful individual will 
possess exceptional planning and organisational skills including managing deadlines 
and the ability to demonstrate a high level of written and verbal communication skills 
when dealing with all stakeholders. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to join a friendly and welcoming school. 

For application forms contact Rosa Lagunas on 0208 969 7111 or via email 
rm.lagunas@sion-manning.org.uk or you can download an application form 
from: www.cesew.org.uk/employment-documents/application-forms 

Application deadline: 20th November 2015 4.00 p.m. 

Shortlisting: 24th November 2015 9.00 a.m. 

Interviews: 30th November 2015 


The Governors follow DfE policy 
and procedure on safeguarding and appointment 
will be subject to an enhanced DBS check and other requirements. 



TWO PART TIME FEMALE 
HOMEHELPS WANTED 

By disabled woman in Kennington, 
pay £10 per hour, £11 per hour weekends 


URBAN ANGELS 
MODELLING 
AGENCY 


For both positions you need to be cheerful, cooperative, reliable, flexible and a quick 
worker. You also need to enjoy helping people, live fairly locally, and have a positive 
attitude towards gay people. Extra work available if you drive/own car 
or have handy person skills. 

Position 1; Cook/Home help/General Assistant - regular hours 2 (or possible3) 
evenings per week (usually 6pm - 7.15/7.30 pm) and one weekend morning per 
fortnight. Usually (10.30 am - 12.15/12.30 pm). Also occasional extra shifts on other 
days at similar times (if possible) to cover when other team members are absent. You 
need to be good at healthy cooking with vegetables, fish, chicken and eggs. 

Position 2; Cleaner/Gardener/Home help/General assistant. 

Hours 12 pm - 3 pm on either Tuesday or Wednesday, and one weekend morning per 
fortnight (10.30 am - 12.15/12.30 pm). Also, occasional extra mornings 
(similar times) or evenings (usually 6 - 7.15/7.30 pm). Additional hours for 
gardening (and driving or DIY if possible) as required - usually afternoons, 
day and tim negotiable. 

If interested in either job, call 07905 259 547 


Urban angels are one of the UK ‘s leading child model 
agencies, EST in 2003. 

We are seeking a FULL TINE NUDEL BOOKER You 

must be a proactive, enthusiastic self-starter ideally 
with some experience but that’s not essential if you 
have initiative and you are a quick learner.You must 
process excellent communication skills, a real 
peoples person.You should be computer literate to a 
high level on a Mac preferably with have some basic 
desktop publishing skills. The role includes booking 
models daily, coordinating the portfolio shoots with 
the parents, running the model board, web 
management and scouting. 

Based in SW London 
Salary: negotiable dependent on experience 
send CV and covering letter to: 
Alysia@urbanangelsagency.com 


Recruiting Now in this Area 5 
Working Partners Wanted 

Distributors required for a Health, Nutrition & Wellness International 
company. Great opportunity for those who want to build a 
business working from home Full/PT. 

FREE training given with excellent commission & benefits. 

Please Call 07780 751 696 



Security/Site 
Care Assistant 


C. £19,000 - 21,000 per annum, dependent 
on skills and experience 

Full-time position required from January 2016 

Application packs and further information can 
be obtained from the Principal's P.A., Mrs Debbie 
O'Sullivan. Alternatively, you can download an 
application form and further information from 
our website at www.stcharles.ac.uk. 


/ ST CHARLES 

^ CATHOLIC SIXTH 
y FORM COLLEGE 

St. Charles Catholic Sixth Form College is a highly 
successful beacon sixth form college situated in 
North Kensington. It provides for over 1150 16-19 
year old full-time students following a range of 
courses from Foundation to Advanced level. 

'Outstanding' grade awarded in OFSTED 
inspection - October 2007 


Closing date: Friday, 20th November 2015. 
Interview date: w/c 23rd November 2015. 

St Charles Catholic Sixth Form College 
St Charles Square, London W10 6EY 
Tel: 020 8968 7755 • Fax: 020 8968 1061 
WWW.StchaHeS.aC.uk Email: dse@stcharles.ac.uk 




OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 



To 

advertise 

your 

restaurant, 
bar or 
event, 
please 
contact 

020 

8768 

4921 
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LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


Rangers in turmoil 
again as Ramsey goes 


A NOTHER season, another Queens 
Park Rangers manager. As we 
suggested just a few weeks ago, the 
return of Neil Warnock in an advisory role 
would inevitably increase the pressure on 
head coach Chris Ramsey - and so it proved 
with his sacking last week. 


Warnock steps in as 
interim manager, 
although Saturday’s 0-0 
draw at home to Preston 
was not the start he had 
in mind. 

R’s didn’t muster a 
single shot on target in a 
dour battle at Loftus 
Road. 

Warnock said: “I 
thought for the first hour 
we did well, without 
scoring a goal that 
would’ve put us in total 
control. It was for us to 
break them down and 
we didn’t do it. 

Didn’t create 

“That’s what 
disappointed me, that 
despite being on the 
front foot - which can’t 
be said for Preston - we 
didn’t create enough 
chances. 

“I thought we had 
opportunities in the first 
half to do better than we 
did, with better passing 
and movement. 


“I was pleased with 
how we defended 
throughout the game. 

We stifled any threat 
from them and 
dominated the game.” 

Warnock added: “I 
leamt a few things today 
about one or two 
players. There were 
some plusses -1 thought 
(Junior) Hoilett was 
excellent, because they 
tell me he’s not played 
much football. 

“I thought Ale 
(Faurlin) and Sandro did 
well - and the two 
centre halves were 
magnificent for us.” 

Warnock replaces 
Ramsey, who was 
sacked following the 1-0 
defeat to local rivals 
Brentford. The man who 
guided R’s to promotion 
in 2011 added: “I’m 
disappointed for Chris. 

I spoke with him the 
other night and he 
wished me all the best. 

“Some people have 


told me this squad is 
better than the one we 
had when we got 
promoted. Technically, it 
is very good but in the 
Championship 
sometimes you need 
more than that - you 
need more desire and 
passion at times. 

“I am looking forward 
to seeing if the lads can 
come up with that little 
bit more. Everybody is 
going to have to be on 
their toes and we are 
going to have to be better 
than what we’ve been.” 

13-day break 

Rangers now have a 13- 
day break before their 
next Championship 
outing at promotion¬ 
chasing Middlesbrough 
on Friday week (Nov 20) 
- and Warnock is happy 
to continue in the role as 
the club’s search for a 
new boss continues. 

“I’m enjoying helping 
out,” he said. “I love this 
club - everyone knows 
what it means to me. 

“The club has got to get 
the right man but I’ll help 
out in the meantime. Me 
being here will allow the 
club time to get it right.” 



LOFTUS ROAD 
' RANGERS REVIEW 

AT-V With Tony McDonald 


Bobby Campbell 

■ BOBBY Campbell, who had strong links 
to Chelsea, Fulham and QPR, died last 
Friday, aged 78. 

He had his first taste of coaching with Portsmouth 
and later spent time in the capital with QPR and 
Arsenal, before joining Fulham as a coach under 
Alec Stock in the summer of 1976. 

Before long Liverpool-born Campbell was 
promoted to manager following Stock’s departure 
and remained in charge until October 1980. During 
his time at Craven Cottage he worked alongside 
players such as George Best, Bobby Moore, Les 
Strong and Les Barrett. 

After leaving Fulham he had management spells 
with Portsmouth and then Chelsea, where he was 
boss from 1988 to 1991. In 1989, he secured Blues’ 
promotion back to the top flight having taken over 
near the end of the previous season in which they 
were relegated. Chelsea finished fifth in the first 
division the following year. 

Academy coach and ex-Chelsea star Jody Morris 
tweeted: “RIP Bobby Campbell. The first 
manager's office I ever walked into. Granted it was 
by mistake, as I was a ball-boy. He was a lovely 
fella who loved football. He was always down at 
Cobham watching the academy boys train.” 

Former player David Lee echoed those 
sentiments: “RIP Bobby Campbell. He gave me my 
Chelsea debut which is something I’ll always 
treasure.” 

In recent times, such was his high standing within 
the club, Campbell was a regular fixture in Roman 
Abramovich’s box watching first team games. 

After leaving Stamford Bridge, Campbell had 
further coaching spells back with Aldershot and 
QPR. 


I ON his way... Chris Ramsey was sacked after less than nine months in charge 


• RUGBY UNION 

HAMMERSMITH & Fulham were outmusded 20-8 by Old 
Haberdashers in an arm wrestle of a game. 

Battling for a place in the league's top three, Haberdashers 
proved too strong for the home side, shunting Hammers backwards 
at scrum-time for two push-over tries. 

In a scrappy game, Hammers'weakness at the set-piece meant 
they could never gain a foothold in the visiting side's half and 
managed only a single consolation try at the death when the game 
was already well beyond them. 

Captain James Smart said:"It's a wake-up call for us really. Our 
scrum and lineout have been good all season but we clearly got 
rumbled today, so we'll have to look at a few things before next 
week." 


JOB Centre staff have been 
working overtime in west London 
this week following much axe- 
wielding, so the focus here turns 
to those being linked to the 
vacant managerial positions at 
Fulham and QPR and whether 
Jose Mourinho can continue to 
hang by a thread at Chelsea. 

Swansea City's Garry Monk was 
short odds-on favourite to become 
the next Premier League manager 
to lose his job as LWN went to press 
but the'Special One'was still as 
short as 3/1 (4.00) to get the bullet 
from The Bridge. 

Despite their woeful league form, 

I can't see Chelsea parting company 
with Mourinho for a second time 
while they are still contesting the 


BETTIN£ BANTER 

Champions League. It might sound 
crazy, but I still reckon it's a trophy 
they are capable of winning this 
season - and at 25/1, they are 
decent value. 

As Chelsea themselves proved 
when they beat current favourites 
Bayern Munich on penalties in the 
2012 final, the best team in Europe 
doesn't always win the continent's 
richest prize. 

Former Leicester City manager 
Nigel Pearson is being linked to 
both QPR and Fulham. As we went 
to press, Pearson was 4/5 favourite 


with Bet Victor to become R's next 
permanent manager, with Sky Bet 
and Coral offering a best-priced 6/5. 
Of course, these odds can change 
by the hour as rumour and gossip 
spread like wildfire. 

Immediately behind Pearson in 
the betting were Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink(5/1), Neil Warnock 
(5/1), Alex Mcleish (10/1) and Tim 
Sherwood (12/1). 

On Monday, Bet Victor were so 
confident that Steve Bruce will 
leave Championship leaders Hull 
City for Craven Cottage that he was 
6/4 favourite, ahead of Harry 
Redknapp (4/1), Slavisa Jokanovic 
(4/1) and Pearson (6/1). 

Tony McDonald 


In wet and windy conditions 
at Hurlingham Park, neither 
side managed to bring their 
back lines into play in the first 
quarter. Hammers suffered 
injuries with prolific try-scorer 
Tony Bryant and scrum-half 
general James Gallo limping 
off early, which disrupted their 
play. 

Hammers managed a late 
consolation try when second- 
rows James Roche and Smart 
combined to put wing Huw 
Bowen in for a score but it was 
far too late. 

This Saturday Hammers visit 
Harpenden in a mid-table 
clash. 



■ ROSS McCormack pulled a goal back for Fulham, who kept fighting 

Fulham search 


■ Continued from back page 

Symons won 22 of his 64 games in 
charge of The Cottagers and steered 
them to a 17th-placed finish last 
season after taking on what many 
would consider a poisoned chalice. 

In the years before money corrupted 
the beautiful game and managers 
were not perpetually two defeats 
away from the sack, Symons would 
have been hailed a force for good, a 
throwback to the days when 
supporters with more moderate 
expectations went home content that 
they had been fully entertained, 
without booing their own men or 
venting their spleen on Internet 
forums and social media, as they do 
after many defeats today. 

Impatient fans 

But increasingly fewer chairmen, 
who are often guilty of overreacting 
too quickly to the demands of 
impatient fans, aren't bothered about 
aesthetics. Fulham owner Shahid 
Khan doesn't care that his team have 
been one of the most watchable in 
the country this season. He demands 
results and has decided that Symons 
is no longer the man who can meet 
those expectations. 

Khan said: "No-one can ever doubt 
the effort and commitment that Kit 
put into Fulham - not only as first 
team manager, but also as a player 
here and as a key figure in the success 
of our academy. 

"Kit came through for us last year at 
this time and helped stabilise our club 
on and off the pitch, and we're very 
grateful for that and his many other 
contributions over the years. 

"It is now time to take Fulham to the 
higher level of success that we expect 
from our first team manager and our 
players, and our supporters here in 
London and throughout the world 
deserve." 

In many respects, Symons'final 
match in charge, Saturday's 5-2 home 
debacle against Birmingham City, was 
the embodiment of his turbulent 13- 
month reign. 

Even before Fulham's James 
Husband was deservedly shown a red 
card in the 51 st minute for the second 
of two needlessly mistimed tackles, 
Birmingham had already coasted into 
a 3-0 lead with goals from Stephen 
Gleeson, Paul Caddis (a penalty) and 
Jon Toral at the Hammersmith end. 


It was typical Fulham, though, and 
another clear indication that Symon 
hadn't lost the dressing room, that h 
players had the resolve to keep 
coming forward and managed to ge 
two goals back - through Alexander 
Kacaniklic and Ross McCormack - 
despite being a man down, before 
Clayton Donaldson and Viv Solomor 
Otabor killed off any lingering hope 
of a miracle fightback. 

"What every manager wants in 
football is a bit of time to get things 
right,"Symons said in his last post¬ 
match press conference. "Sometime: 
you are given it and sometimes you 
are not. There are two boys this wee 
who weren't given the time to 
implement their ideas, so that's wha 
want to do. 

"There's been a lot of change at thi 
football club and I understand peop 
getting a bit restless because of the 
lack of consistency. We've put in son 
exceptional performances lately but 
then we've had some very poor one: 
as well and today was a very poor 
one. And I'll hold my hands up for 
that." 

Even a man with Khan's limited 
knowledge of football has probably 
been at a loss to understand why 
Symons, a former international centi 
defender whose playing career 
spanned more than 100 games each 
for Portsmouth, Manchester City an( 
Fulham, has assembled a defence th 
has shipped 28 league goals. He loo 
at the table and notes that only 
bottom-of-the-table Rotherham hav 
concede more. 

Symons is clearly a likeable guy, wl 
was doing his best, but those 
damning statistics make it difficult t< 
defend him. Last week's 3-1 defeat a 
Burnley (who are my tip to win the 
second tier) followed by Saturday's 
debacle proved to be the final straw 

Symons is the seventh manager to 
leave his job in the Championship 
since the start of the season and the 
third to be sacked inside four days 
following the dismissal of Chris 
Ramsey (QPR) and Chris Powell 
(Huddersfield). 

With Fulham not in action again 
until Saturday week (Nov 21), when 
they visit struggling MK Dons, Mike 
Rigg, the club's chief football officer, 
has a fortnight between games to 
appoint the next man, or an interim. 
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Blues seek 
lucky breaks 



TOGETHER: Chelsea players insist they are right behind their manager Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


Serving a one-match 
stadium ban for his 
behaviour towards match 
officials in the 2-1 defeat 
at West Ham United in 
October, Mourinho 
watched the Stoke game 
from the team hotel 
having already given 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



U NDER pressure Chelsea manager 0 By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 

Jose Mourinho is winning his sport @|ondonweeklynews.co.uk 

battle to keep his job at Stamford ^ ___ 

Bridge. 

Despite Saturday’s seventh league defeat of the 

season at Stoke City, the Portuguese will still be in „ , . 

charge when Blues resume their ill-fated defence of therele g atl ° n zonea f ter 12 matches - subshtuhons is the reason whv we lost 

The key elements of the statement are that the board The club refused to allow Holland to conduct a post- 1S j ne reason wn Y we losl - 

supports him and that the performances must improve, match press conference, fuelling some of the more 1 think that we did not play badly, we defended 
With the exception of the 3-1 defeat to Liverpool, bizarre newspaper assertions that the likes of Brendan § oocb we attacked well and created lots of chances - 
recent displays have been much improved, with Rodgers or Roberto Di Matteo were being lined up to three or four good chances, which we didn t take. Of 
Saturday’s unfortunate 1-0 loss at the Britannia replace Mourinho. course we are not happy because we lost but I hope m 


League a source of comfort, three league defeats has specific instructions to his assistant manager Steve deserved more, said the Serbia midfielder. We 

seen 16th-placed Blues drop to within three points of Holland about game management, tactics and had some good chances to score a goal. But we were 

unlucky not to see the ball in the back of the net - this 


the Premier League title with a home match against 
Norwich City on Saturday week. 

LWN Sport was told at the weekend that the club’s 
football board still believes Mourinho is the right man 
for the job. 

It’s worth recounting the statement issued on 
October 5, two days after the 3-1 home loss to 
Southampton: “The club wants to make it clear that 
Jose continues to have our full support. 


Stadium the pick of the bunch. 

Credibility 

Given the extraordinary vocal support by the 
“As Jose has said himself, results have not been good travelling Chelsea fans for Mourinho, any attempt by 
enough and the team’s performances must improve, the board to remove him now would be viewed as 
“However, we believe that we have the right hypocrisy and would seriously dent owner Roman 
manager to turn this season around and that he has the Abramovich’s credibility. 

squad with which to do it.” A Chelsea source confirmed to LWN Sport that the 

While results have been fitful, the Champions situation had not changed, nor would they expect it to. 


One by one the players emerged from the changing tbe f uture tbe l uck w ' b come for us. 
room and headed straight for the team coach to take showed in the last game in the Champions 

them away from the stadium. A quick handshake from L ea g ue (against Dynamo Kiev) and again against 
Cesc Fabregas and Gary Cahill signalled their Stoke cit Y that we played good football. But we are 
reluctance to stop and chat while giving the impression not being lucky. 

that they were not ignoring me. “ T don’t want to say that all the games we have 

Diego Costa meanwhile smiled and said in perfect pl a Y e d this season have been good. Of course there 
English that he “didn't speak English, sorry”. have been som e where we deserved to lose. But 

But Nemanja Matic did answer the call - and he is a § amst Stoke this was not the case and we deserved 


confident that better times are just around the corner. 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Hard to defend nice guy Kit 


K IT Symons played 36 times for Wales 
and made 435 league appearance as a 
centre-half in a playing career 
spanning 17 years. Ironically, it was his 
inability to construct a defence barely 
worthy of the name that cost him his job as 
Fulham manager last weekend. 

Having scored more goals (29 in 16 matches) 
than any other Championship side this season, 
Whites should be challenging strongly in the 
top six. No doubt, they deserve plaudits for 
being a creative, attacking force and very 
pleasing on the eye going forward. 

Instead, the brutal reality is that they are eight 
points adrift of the play-off places, floating 
rudderless in mid-table, because they have the 
second worst defensive record in the division. 

Some say that for all his obvious affinity for 
the club, the 44-year-old was over-promoted 
when he was invited to step up from a youth 
coaching role to replace Felix Magath in 
October 2014. Well, that wasn't his fault; he was 
hardly going to turn down a golden chance to 
prove himself as first team manager. 

■ Continued on page 27 



I NO DEFENCE: Kit Symons 7 team leaked too many goals for their owner's liking 


“The team is together, everyone understands the 
situation we are in.” 

It seems that the club and Matic are refusing to even 
consider the ‘R’ word - relegation. 

“We don’t look a lot at the table,” he said. “Last year 
when we were champions, especially during the first 
10-15 games, we also did not look at the table. We 
must try to play game by game and collect as many 
points as possible. So I think that the table is not 
realistic now. Chelsea has deserved more and we will 
try to recover the points we have lost up until now.” 

Influenced 

Matic confirmed that Mourinho still influenced the 
performance at Stoke: “He prepared us before the 
game,” he said. “In the last couple of training sessions, 
after the midweek game against Dynamo Kiev, 
Mourinho prepared everything at the training ground 
and we knew what we had to do against Stoke. So I 
think that we did our job well. They had only one 
situation where they were lucky to score.” 

Fellow midfielder Ramires said: “Another loss and 
our moment in the Premier League is not good but we 
will try. 

“We played very well but we didn’t score and that is 
football. If you play well but don’t score, then concede 
a goal, you lose the game.” 

While Chelsea’s senior side attempt to rebuild 
their season, the under-21s continue to progress by 
hammering Liverpool 4-0 at Cobham on Sunday - 
a game watched by Mourinho and his senior 
coaching staff. 

They would have been impressed with goals from 
Bertrand Traore, Ruben Loftus-Cheek and a brace 
from former Pimlico Academy star Tammy Abraham. 

The Under-18s played their part in an eight-goal 
thriller against Aston Villa. Two goals apiece from 
Mason Mount and Harvey St Clair earned a share of 
the spoils on Saturday. 


RANGERS IN TURMOIL AGAIN - page 27 






















